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PROCEEDINGS. 


At  2  o'clock  the  members  assembled  at  Mjfinnerehor  Hall,  and, 
after  forming  by  comi)anies.  marched  down  East  King  street,  led 
by  the  City  Band. and.  escorted  by  a  delegation  of  the  George  H. 
Thomas  Post,  G.  A.  JR..  they  morched  to  Centi'e  Square  and 
around  the  Soldiers'  Monument.  After  indulging  in  a  .short 
street  parade  the  members  marched  to  Fulton  H:dl.  The  stage 
was  occupied  by  Colonel  Emlen  Franklin.  Lieut.  Colonel  Edward 
ircGovern.  Adjutnnt  D.  H.  Heitshu,  Chajilain  Elim  Kirk,  Quar- 
termaster John  T.  MacGonigle.  Captain  George  Musser,  the 
Speakers  and  the  Committee  of  Arrangements.  Tlie  Band  played 
'"Star  Spangled  Banner."  and  "  Yankee  Doodle."'  Mayor  Mae- 
Gonigle  called  the  met-ting  to  order,  and  nominated  Col.  Emlen 
Franklin  for  President.  The  nomination  met  with  vociferous 
ajiijlause.  and  when  the  Colonel  stepped  forward  three  hearty 
cheers  were  given  him. 

Colonel  Emlen  Franklin's  Speech. 

The  Colonel  made  a  brief  spL-ech  of  welcome,  beainning  with 
the  remark  that  there  was  no  need  to  tell  how  proud  and  happy 
he  felt  on  having  been  called  on  to  preside,  and  raying  that 
there  wa>;  no  need  to  ^j/eak  in  a  formal  manner  to  them,  for 
they  knew  a.->  well  as  he  the  object  and  intents  of  the  re-uniun.  It 
was  a  sort  of  family  gathering,  where  old  memories  would  be  re- 
called. For  years  this  re-union  had  been  talked  (jf  aiuonix  the  com- 
rades abroad  as  well  as  those,  here  in  I.,anea>ter,  and  the  large, 
enthusiastic  meeting  was  the  result  of  that  agitation.  Words 
failed  him  on  tlii>  occasion.  The  feelings  that  fdlcd  his  breast 
throb! >ed    also  in  theirs. 

TwentA'  3'ears  had  passed  since  the  Regiment  returned  from 
the  war.  and  what  recollections  come  with  the  occasion?  The 
memory  of  the  de:i(l  was  tinired  Avith  sadness,  )>ut  tlie  liraves  who 
Went  bef(jre  now  >.leep  the  sleep  of  the  Me>t.  The  lirst  thing  he 
and  his  comrades  should   do,  and  the  best  thing   they   could  do, 
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was  to  return  thiinks  to  God  for  sparing  their  lives  and  permit- 
ting them  to  be  here  at  this  time;  he  therefore  asked  all  present 
to  join  in  prayer. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Elim  Kirk,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Music  by  the  Band.  ''Hail  Columbia." 

Then  came  K.  Allen  Lovell,  Esq..  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  then 
J.  Davis  Dutlield.  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  then  followed  the 
History  of  the  Kegiment  by  John  S.  Smith.  D.  D.  S.,  of  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Colonel  McGovern  now  announced  that  the  banquet  would  be 
held  at  Mffinnerchor  Hall,  the  Band  played  and  the  exercises  of 
the  afternoon  were  eude.l. 

In  the  Evening. 

The  boys  of  the  I-22d,  with  their  guests.  Post  84,  G.  A.  R., 
gathered  around  the  festive  board. 

Colonel  Franklin  presided. 

After  the  collation  was  eaten,  the  President  offered  the  follow- 
ing sentiment : 

"  The  Judieiarv.  our  protection  in  time  of  peace  as  the  soldiers 
were  in  war.'" 

Responded  to  by  Hon.  Wm.  X.  Ashiuau. 

J.  Davi-i  Dutlifld  entertained  the  tioys  with  a  ten  minutes' 
speech. 

Serjeant  Georue  F.  SjireuL'^er  read  a  number  of  letters  and  tele- 
o-rams  received.  The  tii^t  paper  was  the  following  greeting, 
adopted  bv  the  90th  Pi<-'_nmei\t  survivors  at  their  re-union: 

*•  That  your  re-union  may  iie  a  grand  success,  and  your  enjoy- 
ment and  pk-asure  in  meeting  old  comrades  after  so  many  years 
may  be  srrcater  tiian  it  was  twenty  years  ago  on  your  return  home, 
is  the  wish  of  your  feUow  soldiers  and  comrades  of  the  Red  Dia- 
mond.'' 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mi^s  M.  Shiymaker,  representing  the 
"  Patriot  Daughtfr>."  thanking  tlie  Committee  for  the  invitation 
to  be  pn-scnt  at  the  re-uuion. 

Geor'_^e  S.  Boone  oUerrd  a  re>oluti<)n  tliat  a  committee  be  np- 
pointcd  to  make  all  the  jireliminary  arrangements  for  a  perma- 
nent orirauization. 
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Captain  Gt'ov^e  M.  Franklin  moved  an  amendment  that  the 
Executive  Committee,  as  now  appointed,  Ite  authorized  to  report 
a  permanent  organization.  The  amendment  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  a  motion  to  adjourn,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  having  ])een  adopted,  the  Ik)}--;  slowly  passed 
from  the  Hall,  and  their  first  re-union  was  over. 


PERMANENT   ORGANIZATION. 

CoL.  P:MLEX  FRAXKLIX,  Chairman. 

Col.  EDWARD  :McGOVERX. 

Hoy.  JOnX  T.  MacGOXIGLE. 

Capt.  GEORGE  M.  FRAXLLIX,  Tueasurek. 

Capt.  JAMES  F.  RICKSECKER. 

Sergt.  DAVID  C.  HAVERSTICK. 

Sergt.  GEORGE  F.  SPREXGER,  Sec  uktart. 
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ORATION. 

by  k.  allex  lovell,  esq.,  of  ulntixgdo-v,  pa. 

Comrades  : 

Standing  here  to-day,  in  a  busy  and  peaceful  city,  in  this 
beautiful  and  spacious  Hall,  and  in  a  presence  so  pleasing  and 
significant,  strange  and  interesting  memories  come,  like  tiood 
tides  from  the  pa3t. 

Here,  before  me  and  about  me.  I  look  into  faces  that  to  my 
eyes  have  been  invisible  for  twenty  years,  and  yet  as  we  have  each 
traversed  the  teeming  avcmn-s  of  business  life,  in  all  that  long 
interval,  up  and  down  this  great  Conimonweidth,  how  often,  in 
memor\-,  the  familiar  voice  of  some  con)rade  that  has  cheered 
and  helped  us  on  the  weary  lanich  lias  again  sounded  in  our  ears 
and  transported  us  b;ick  to  the  time  when  our  life  seemed  em- 
bodied in  the  song  : 

"All  quior  alcni;  the  Potomac  to-night. 

Where  the  soMieis  Hi-  [H-acefiilly  dreaming. 
Their  tents  in  tlie  rays  of  tlie  elear  autumn  moon, 

Or  the  ligiit  of  the  watrh-Iiie's  gleaming.'" 

But  when  awakened  tVoniour  reverie  hy  tlieutjise  arulthe  din  of 
the  busy  life  about  us.  we  have  thanked  God  it  was  l)ut  a  dream, 
and  that  tlie  visions  iloatinu-  before  us  were  but  memories  of  the 
past. 

As  we  greet  eafii  (jtln  r  on  this  aimi\er~nry  occasion  let  us  re- 
call for  a  moment  tin-  (b.ik  day>  --f  Isr,!'.  wlien  it  seenu-d  as  if 
the  Uni<Jii.  sixlear  to  us  a!!,  purelias.d  at  sueh  great  sacriflcos  of 
blood  and  treasnr*  .  wa-  al'oiit  to  be  rent  in  twain;  and  the  grand 
States,  compri-ing  empires  wirliin  their  broad  and  rich  bosoms, 
were  to  bcMUUi-  indrp.-ndi'nt  an<i  ho-tile  governments. 

The  iuagiii!l''-nt  .\i!n',   of  thr  rotonuu-.  al't<'r  knocking  at  the 
very  gates  <,t'  ilieliniou,!.  had  Icin  driven  back,  defeated  and  dis- . 
pirited,h  aving  many  of  its  -/r.nid.-t  ni.'n.ni)iile--t  spirits,  maimed 
and  dying  on  tie.-,.,   early    and    tfiribl,-   battle    fields,   and    inanv 
more  to  sutfer  and  ptri-li  in  the  horrible  pri-ons  of  the  South. 
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Thoughtful  aii'l  patriotic  men  all  over  the  North,  as  thej'  met 
each  other  in  the  streets,  on  their  farms,  in  their  stores  and  otU 
ces,  spoke  with  bated  l)reath  and  sorrowful  hearts  of  the  latest 
disaster  to  tlie  Union  arms.  The  very  blackness  of  darkness 
seemed  ready  to  settle  down  upon  the  country;  and  3'et  all  this 
impenetrable  gloom,  as  we  look  back  over  the  past,  from  the 
present,  seems  to  have  been  needed  to  proi)erl3'  awaken  and 
arouse  that  great  slumbering  giant,  the  North,  to  the  fact  that 
the  Nation's  life  Avas  in  |)eril. 

Scarcely  had  the  news  of  the  army's  disaster  before  Richmond 
been  Hashed  over  the  country,  when  a  deep-seated  feeling  seemed 
to  possess  men  of  all  classes.  The}''  said,  here  is  a  war  in  which 
ever}'  citizen  has  a  personal  duty  to  perform.  Men  gathered 
from  their  farms,  their  stores,  their  offices  to  till  the  depleted 
ranks. — great  schools  all  over  the  North,  tilled  with  3'oung  men 
in  training  for  the  intellectual  conflicts  of  life,  liecame  military 
camps,  and  all  conversation,  literature  and  song  were  alike  eou- 
seci-ated  to  the  cause  that  rested  on  all  hearts. 

Under  sueli  circumstances  as  these,  only  a  short  distance  from 
this  city,  on  the  12th  of  August,  18*^2,  was  organized  the  Kegi- 
nient  whose  re-union  we  celebrate  to-day.  Composed  largely  of 
\'0unii-  men  who  had  no  previous  knowledge  of  military  duty,  ac- 
tive measures  were  at  once  begun  to  acquire  prolicieuc}-  in  drill 
and  render  the  men  ac<[uaiiitcd  witli  the  art  of  war.  Scarcely 
had  the  organization  been  performed,  however,  when  the  disasters 
of  Pope's  campaign  rendering  it  necessary  that  all  available 
forces  should  W  gatlieri-d  alx^iit  the  Capital,  the  Regiment  was 
summoned  to  Washington,  where,  on  the  Idth  of  Angust,  it  was 
n^[)orted  to  General  Casey,  tlien  in  command  of  the  city's  de- 
fenses. 

No  comrailes  here  present.  I  venture,  but  recall  the  day  that 
our  grand  old  Regiment,  1.000  strong,  proudlv  m-arched  through 
tiie  streets  of  the  National  Capital,  the  Stars  and  Stvi[»es  floating 
over  us,  and  sweet  strains  of  martial  music  (|uickening  ever}' 
Slop;  but  before  the  "■  Long  Bridge  "  had  been  crossed,  and  wo 
had  climbed  the  bluffs  that  rise  on  the  Virginia  side,  the  burning 
August  sun.  whose  heat  was  inti-nsifu'd  by  retlection  from  the  dry 
sand  and  parched  earth,  tlie  clouds  of  ilust  rising  to  stitle  and 
choke  the   moving  columns,   the   heatcl    musket,  the    well-hlled 
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kuapsufk  thut  strangel}-  seemed  to  grow  heavier  at  every  step — 
all  these  cuuspired  to  destroy  forever  the  beautiful  visions  of  the 
ease  and  glory  of  a  soldier's  life. 

As  the  early  mornins:  sun  looked  down  upon  the  camp  where 
rested  the  122d  Regiment,  during  its  first  night  on  the  "  sacred 
soil  "  of  Virginia,  it  revealed  the  contents  from  many  a  knapsack 
which  the  soldier  deemed  unnecessary  as  he  started  on  his  second 
day's  march. 

After  only  a  brief  delay  the  Regiment  was  moved  to  Fairfax 
Court  Hou.-^e,  where  it  was  assigned  to  General  Piatfs  Brigade, 
composed,  with  it,  of  the  86th  and  l-24th  Xew  York  Tolunteers. 

This  Brigade  subsequently  became  the  3d  of  the  3d  Division 
and  3d  Army  Corps. 

I  need  not  recall  the  anxious  weeks  of  marching,  counter- 
marching and  drill,  through  which  the  command  now  pip.ssed  and 
■which  always  constitutes  the  most  trying  experience  in  the  early 
life  of  the  soMier — trying,  because  seemingly  so  unnecessary  and 
yet  so  vital  in  training  for  the  exposure  and  suffering  incident  to 
a  soldier's  life  in  time  of  war. 

The  further  history  of  the  122d  Regiment  now  l>ecomes  the 
history,  in  part,  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Pope  having  been  beaten  at  Manassas,  the  Confederate  army, 
flushed  with  victory,  marclied  northward,  crossed  the  Potomac, 
and  while  threatening  Washington,  proclaimed  freedom  of  speech 
and  action  to  all  citizens  of  ^laryland  who  were  willing  to  show 
their  sympathy  for  the  cause  of  the  South. 

While  our  Division,  General  Wiiipi)le  commanding,  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  defenses  about  Washington,  the  Arnn'  of  the  Po- 
tomac under  ^leClellan  also  passed  north,  and  by  rapid  move- 
ments the  advance  columns  engau'ed  the  enemy  before  Lee  had 
time  to  concentrate  his  forces  and  fouglit  the  battle  of  South 
Mountain,  in  which,  although  the  Confederates  iiad  greatly*  the  ad- 
vantage ofp.osition,they  A\ere  beaten  and  witlulrew  undercover  of 
darkness  to  Antietam.  Here  they  >eleetiMl  theii-  position  with  care, 
concentrated  their  whole  arUiV,  i)lanted  their  l)atteries  so  as  to 
do  most  elfeetive  service,  and  waited  the  approach  of  McClellan; 
and  here  was  fought,  Sept.lilth  and  iTtli,  one  uf  the  most  sangui- 
nary conlliets  of  the  war,  and  perha[is  uji  to  that  time  the  most 
so  of  any  battle  ever  fouirht  on  llie  American  Continent. 
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From  this  tt-rribk-  encouiittT,  Lee  csciiped  agiiiu  to  his  native 
Soil  of  yir;Lriniii. 

Whipple's  Division,  leaving-  ^^'ashington,  joined  the  main  body 
of  the  Union  army  in  Maryland,  when  McClellon,  crossing  the 
Potomac  near  Berlin,  moved  South  In'  gradual  marches  nutil 
Warrenton  was  reached.  At  that  place  ^NlcClellan  was  relieved 
of  his  command,  (general  Burnside  appointed  his  successor,  and 
the  arm}-  was  halted  near  Falmouth,  on  the  North  side  of  the 
Rappahannock. 

In  December,  from  the  11th  to  the  ICth,  was  fouuht  the  bloody 
and  fruitless  battle  of  Fredericks] )urg,  in  which  the  122d,  while 
enjoying  the  luxury  of  serving  as  a  target  for  the  Confederate 
batteries,  was  preserved  from  the  terrible  si)crihce  to  which  thou- 
sands of  their  cinnrades  were  invite:! — of  repeatedly  chariyino'. 
through  shot  and  shell,  througli  blinding  storms  of  musketry, 
over  an  open  plain,  only  to  tind  the  enemy  safely  intrenched 
behind  a  solid  stone  wall  at  the  base  of  the  impregnable  heights. 

We  all  rememl>er.  after  the  army  had  returned  to  the  north  side 
of  the  Kajipahannock,  and  a  short  time  had  elapsed,  how  utterly 
futile  was  tlie  second  attempt  of  General  Burnside  to  surprise  the 
eneni}-,  and  how  lliia  campaign  passed  into  history-  as  the  great 
*'  mud  march."" 

It  now  seemed  that  the  country  a^-ain  demanded  a  change  in 
the  leadership  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  ^Vhile  the  Union 
armies  in  the  West  were  achieving  notal)le  victories,  the  wav 
from  Washington  to  Richmond  was  still  greatly  obstructed. 

General  Hooker  was  now  called  to  the  front,  and  Burnside  was  re- 
lieved. The  new  Commander  had  fought  in  many  battles  of  the  war, 
and  l)y  his  daring  and  the  impetuosity  of  his  attacks  had  justly  won 
the  admiration  of  his  superiors  and  tiie  love  and  confidence  of 
his  men.  Under  the  inspiration  of  his  command,  the  army  dur- 
iiiir  the  winter  was  rendered  more  etlicient  in  disci|dine.  and  was 
strengthened  by  re-enforcements  until,  in  the  Spring  of  ISG3,new 
life  and  hop*'  seenn  il  everywhere  visible. 

In  the  hitter  part  <^f  April  the  cam[)s  at  Falmouth  were  quietly 
abandoned  an<l  portions  of  tiie  army,  moving  West,  crossed  the 
Pvappahannock  and  Rapidan  at  ihe  upper  fords,  and  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Chancelh>r-,\  ille  :  wiiile  Sedgwick's  command, 
designed  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention,  moved   down  the  river 
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to  FranlclinV  Crossino-.  The  l'2-2(l  moved  with  the  eorps  under 
General  Sickle:^,  on  April  -JSth,  and,  proceeding  to  a  point  be- 
low Frederieksluiru'.  as  if  to  cross  the  river  in  support  of  Sedg- 
wick, halted  and  remained  until  tlie  morning  of  the  30th,  when 
the  whole  corps  raoveil  rapidly  "West  to  the  United  States  ford, 
and,  crossing,  rejoined  the  maii\  army  under  Hooker  near  Chan- 
cellorsville,  on  May  I. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  -May  •2d.  the  Third  Corps  was  thrown 
well  forward  on  the  right  centre  of  the  line  of  battle,  hetween  the 
12th  and  llth  corps,  and  as  Stonewall  Jackson,  on  that  day, 
swept  around  the  front  of  Hooker's  entire  army,  from  its  left  to 
its  ri<^^ht,  his  moving  columns  were  more  than  once  pierced, 
driven  otf.  and  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  advance  divisions  of 
Sickles'  corps.  On  the  riuht  of  Sickles  rested  the  llth  corps,  in 
command  of  General  Howard,  who,  though  also  apprised  of 
the  large  masses  of  Confederates  moving  in  his  front  during 
the  day.  yt-t  belitMed  them  to  be  portions  of  Lee's  army  in  full 
retreat,  until  six  in  the  i-vmiu'j:.  when  Jackson,  having  succeeded 
in  massing  his  entire  command  of  25,000  men  on  Hooker's  ex- 
treme right,  eharired  with  his  usual  imiietuosity,  striking  the 
llth  corps  in  front  .-md  on  its  exposed  tlank  and  hurling  it  back 
in  utter  confusion  and  broken  fragments  towards  the  centre  of 
our  line  of  battle. 

When  the  tide  of  «lisaster  reached  the  3d  corps  it  was  fortu- 
nately cheeked.  K\ery  f>'>t  of  >_i"i"ound  was  stubliornly  con- 
tested bv  Sickles.  Stonewall  .!:icks(m  fell,  mortally  wounded, 
and  the  Confederate  columns  \ver.e  .-tayeil. 

It  was  now  late  in  tiie  eveiiin^^  of  May  2.  During  the  niudit 
the  lines  of  the  'fliird  <-orps  wrre  ri'-formed  and  by  a  liold  attack 
.^ickles  pushed  liaek  tie-  eueiny.  re-runing  part  of  the  ground  lost 
bv  Howaril's  disa-ter.  and  posted  his  nuns  so  as  to  etfectnally 
cover  the  open  ^paee  abi'Ut  tiie  (.'hancellor  House. 

At  earlv  dawn  on  .^nnd.iy  morninii-  the  Confederates  pushed 
forward  Ilea vv  eolnniiis  nn  their  elio<en  points  of  attack,  and 
never  did  men  witii  nion-  desperate  iK'terminatioii,  more  utter 
recklessness  of  life,  d:i-li  them-ehcs  upon  Sickles"  corps,  whose 
■K)  cannon,  ablv  i'on_;iLt.  to|r  throie^di  their  close  ranks  with  fright- 
t'ld  carnage. 

'•  In  the  ATinals  <»f  the  War."^avs  an  eve  witness.   •'  there  has 
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l>een  no  greater  uianifestatiou  of  desperation  than  that  shown  hy 
the  Confederates  on  this  Sunday  morning.  They  came  through 
the  woods  in  a  solid  mass,  receiving  in  their  faces  the  terrible 
hail  storm,  Avhicli  I>urst  like  the  fury  of  a  tornado  from  the  lines 
of  Berry,  Birney  and  Whipple.  The  batteries  hurled  in  grape 
and  canister.  The  advancing  column  Avas  cut  up  and  gashed  as 
if  pierced  and  ploughed  by  invincible  lightning.  Companies  and 
regiments  melted  away,  yet  still  they  came.  Whipple,  Berry  and 
Birney  advanced  to  meet  them.  The  living  waves  rolled  against 
each  other  as  you  have  seen  the  billows  on  a  stormy  sea.  The 
enemy,  as  if  maddened  at  the  obstinacy  of  these  handfuls  of  men. 
rushed  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  cannon,  only  to  be  hurled  back, 
leaving-  loner  lines  of  dead  where  the  storms  of  grape  and  canis- 
ter swept  through."' 

Sickles  could  not  hold  (nit  against  these  tremendous  odds. 
Twice  had  he  sent  urgent  appeals  to  Hooker  for  re-enforcements, 
bnt  the  Commanding  General  himself  had  been  stricken  down  by 
a  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns  and  was  thought  to  ]je  dying. 

During  that  fatal  hour  the  army  was  without  a  leader. and  Sickles, 
instead  of  being  supported  by  10,000  fresh  troops,  out  of  the  .30,- 
000  not  engaged,  and  thus  enabled  to  have  driven  the  enemy 
from  his  front  and  achieved  a  substautial  victory,  was  compelled 
to  gradually  give  way  and  take  up  a  new  line  more  contracted 
and  more  easily  defen-ible.  a<iainst  which  the  fury  of  the  storm 
spent  itself  in  vain. 

The  12-2d,in  this  dt-sperate  encounter,  sutfered  severely  in  killed 
and  wounded. 

Generals  Berry  and  Whip|tle  were  among  the  number  who  fell 
mortally  wounded  on  that  fatal  day.  General  Sedgwick,  who  had 
cro.>>ed  l)elou'  Fredericksburg',  ^toruiod  and  taken  the  Ilfitihts, 
and  was  now  marching  his  forces  in  the  direction  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  was  suddenly  halted  In"  a  division  of  the  Confederate  army, 
detached  l)y  Lee  for  tiiaf  imrpose.  an<l  wiis  atterwards  attacketl 
in  such  numliirs,  durinii  tlu>  evening  and  night  of  May  4th,  as 
to  overwhelm  him  and  driv*-  him  across  the  Rappahannock  at 
Bank's  ford,  with  heavy  loss. 

On  the  ni'jfht  of  ^[ay  rtlh  Hooker  also  crossed  at  United  States 
ford,  and  thus  ended  this  remarkable  series  of  battles  on  the 
lines  of  the  llappahauuock. 
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After  the  death  of  General   Whipjjh-,   his  body  was  forwarded  ■ 
to  Washington,  and  the  \±2A  was  ordeied  to  nccompany  it  to  act 
as  escort  at  his  funeial. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  sad  rites,  the  Regiment's  term  of 
service  having  now  expired,  it  was  ordered  to  Harrisburg,  where, 
on  the  15th  and  lt;th  days  of  May,  it  was  mustered  out — the  men 
returning  to  Lancaster,  May  17,  1863,  just  twenty  years  ago  to- 
da}-. 

Thus  brietly,  and  no  doid)t  in  many  respects  inaccurately.  I 
have  sketched  the  organization  and  wurk  of  the  l-22d  Regiment. 
"We  who  are  here  to-<.lay  were  permitted  to  vritness  the  triumph- 
ant close  of  the  war,  and  after  almost  a  generation  has  passed 
are  allowed  to  creet  each  other  on  this  happy  occasion. 

Not  so  with  our  brave  comrades,  who,  more  than  twentv  years 
ago.  on  that  Ijeautifal  Sabbath  morning  in  May,  gave  up  their 
lives,  freely  sacrificed  in  a  cause  the  ultimate  success  of  whicli 
was  yet  in  doubt;  not  so  with  those  of  our  number,  e(|ually  he- 
roic, who,  when  their  youthful  faces  were  lirst  turned  toward  the 
Stat  of  war,  their  hearts  swellinii;  with  i)atriotism,  as  with  joy 
they  thought  of  the  glory  they  sliould  achieve  on  the  tield  of  bat- 
tle, yet.  with  wasting  disease,  slowly  perished  on  the  wearv 
march,  enduring  tlieir  gr»at  suHerings  in  quiet,  for  their  coun- 
try's sake. 

From  the  graves  of  mir  fiUi-u  (■()nira<l.'> — a  Klini;;  or  a  Bailev. 
sleeping  ]H'aeefully  on  the  iield  (jf  Cliancfllorsviile.  a  Readman 
or  a  Wade.  re>tini:  in  <iuii't  repose  at  Berlin  or  Falmouth — there 
comes  to  us  to-day  au  iii-;piratiou.  voiced  from  every  patriot 
grave  all  over  thi-  iir.-at  Ibpuldie.  iiuii-keninsj;  our  devotion  to 
the  government  ;in<l  iii>titiitiuu.-  fnr  which  tliev  irave  their  lives, 
and  to  the  great  c:iii->c  <il' liberty  lhr"Ui:iiMUt  the  world. 

No  historian  wIim-c  pen  -iiall  tract-  out  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  great  Anu-iican  ((.ullict.  rfcitrd  ir<  dceils  of  valor  and  heroic 
«utferinir,  and  not  di-V'^c  m;iny  ol  his  bri;^htest  paues  to  tell  of 
the  noble,  self-sairiliciii'_'  -pint  cf  Cliristiati  woiiu-n  in  that  time 
of  the  nation's  peril,  can  merit  or  receive  the  appnjval  of  those 
for  whom  he  writ<-s. 

Probalily  ne\ir  iu  any  war.  in  any  country,  was  there  so  uni- 
ver>:d  and  -o  .-p.-.-ili.- an  ac,iuaintai.<e  ..ii  the  j.art  of  the  women 
with  the  principle-,  at  i->^ue  and   tin-   interests  at   stake,  and  it  is 
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impossible  to  over-ostiiuate  the  amount  of  consecrated  work  done 
by  them  for  the  array.  Amid  discouragements  and  fearful  delays 
they  never  t'agfred.  but  to  the  last  increased  in  zeal  and  devotion 
— many  denying  themselves  the  comforts  to  which  they  had  al- 
ways been  accustomed,  that  they  might  wind  another  bandage 
around  some  unknown  soldier's  wound,  or  give  some  parched  lips 
in  the  hospital  another  sip  of  water.  God  himself  keeps  this 
record  ;  it   is  too  sacred  to  be  trusted  to  man. 

But  the  great  cause  has  triumphed.  Our  government,  with  all 
its  blessings  of  freedom,  is  estaVilished  on  a  firmer  footing  than 
before  the  war.  The  great  root  of  bitterness  has  been  plucked 
up.  Free  government  has  shown  itselfable  to  defend  itself;  able 
to  secure  to  the  people  of  this  country  the  blessings  of  liberty  ; 
able  to  maintain  their  rights  against  the  most  formidable  attack 
which  any  conspiracy  or  nation  can  organize. 

In  this  great  cause,  the  12-2d  Regiment  has  borne  her  part. 
She  has  done  what  she  could  to  make  clear  the  true  principles 
and  results  of  the  conflict;  to  uphold  the  tlag  of  the  country  on 
the  field  of  battle  ;  and  manv  of  her  number  have  laid  down  their 
lives  that  they  might  contribute  to  the  attainment  of  our  national 
success. 

And  now,  as  we  turn  our  faces  away  from  the  glorious  achieve- 
ments of  the  past,  whose  fading  memories  will  soon  depart  for 
ever,  let  us  look  out  into  the  great  future,  full  of  promise  and 
hope.  Can  we  not  there  discern  this  magnificent  Repui)lic,  our 
beloved  country,  as  she  marches  proudly  and  grandly  in  the  lead 
of  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  chastened,  it  n^ay  be.  by  the  struimles 
and  blood  stains  of  the  centuries  through  Avhich  she  has  passed, 
yet  with  gathered  strength  for  every  noble  purpose  and  respon- 
sive to  every  impulse  of  an  erdightened  civilization. 

In  that  ghul  day  there  shall  remain  no  trace  of  the  State  sov- 
ereigntv  and  sectional  bitterness  of  the  past,  but  as  the  grand 
column  moves  onward,  in  the  procession  of  the  ages,  this  great 
nation,  growiuir  in  splendor  and  power  as  time  advances,  shall  re- 
ceive welcome  plaudits  and  grateful  homage  from  the  North,  the 
the  South,  the  East,  and  the  West — a  country  unltroken  and  in- 
<lestruetible. 


•i-       1(1  « 
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ORATION. 


by  j.  davts  dufvield.  esq.,  of  i'liiladelrhia.  pa. 

Friends  and  Comrades: 

If  this  were  the  mini  versary  of  the  departure  of  our  Regi- 
ment for  the  seat  of  wnr  there  eould  have  been  no  appropriate- 
ness in  my  selection  for  this  i)art  of  the  programme;  Init  as  it  is 
the  anniversar}- of  our  return,  I  can  recognize  the  entire  propriety 
of  such  selection,  rememlHriiiir  that  I  ua,  a  very  sick  boy  in 
ofoino;  to  war,  and  a  verv  izUkI  one  in  returning. 

Well  do  I  romcniboi'  the  kin<l  reception  which  awaited  us  on 
our  return  at  the  hamis  of  the  citizens  of  Lancaster.  The  repast 
that  was  st-t  before  us  in  th<'  Court  House  artbrded  a  happy  con- 
trast to  the  previous  meals  of  hard  tack,  pork  and  cotFee  which  had 
so  frequenth"  been  furnislie<l  us  at  the  expense  of  Uncle  Sam.  The 
greetings  received  by  nienibei-s  of  the  llegiment  Avho  were  at 
home  here  aroused  eonsidrrable  envy  in  me,  I  can  assure  you, 
and  mad(,'  me  wish  jti  my  isc.hitiou  that  I  had  eitlier  been  born  in 
Lancaster  county,  or  wi-re  al)l«'  to  transport  from  Bucks  county 
some  of  my  fri-iids  for  the  oc-:i-i'>n.  I  was  struck  on  that  oc- 
casion witli  thr  iini'^niit  ot'  I'l-auty  which  the  city  art'orded,  and  am 
not  (luite  sun-  that  1  h;i\c  \  >t  recovered!  from  the  effects  of  that 
impression.  I  c'lUirniMilate  \.>u  who  returned  as  I  did  (and  were 
perhaj^s  nlinost  ns  <j:\:\i\  to  -j.-i  i>a<'k )  that  you  dirl  return,  and 
were  not  left  u}i<>n  -nme  of  the  l«:i.ttle  tields  of  Virginia  as  sac- 
rifices to  the  insatiai-Ii'  M-'ii-h  "l  \v:ir. 

It  is  a  sulijeet  of  <-"ii'_n"atuhition.  also,  that  so  many  of  us  have 
been  spared  throuirh  tlie  year^  that  are  past  to  meet  together  at 
this  reunion — the  -Jtnli  :iniii\ei-»-iry  of  our  retiirn  :  and  let  us. 
while  enjoyiii.:  t!ie  f.-tiv  ities  of  tliis  ofeasicjn,  uot  forget  to  bring 
to  mind  others  ..f  ,.iir  <",i,r;idps  who  wi-re  left  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  as  well  le-  tli<-e  who  ii:i\e  <joii<'  since  tiieir  return  to  join 
the '' bivouac  of  t!ie  d.- :■!."  \Vith  our  inirtli  let  us  mingle  our 
tears,  and  let  <^Mir  \'>\  -  !..•  soft.Med  by  our  players  for  those  who 
have  gone  bctore.       There  «dl  piiluips  l)e  few  opportunities  af- 
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forded  us  who  survive  to  mm't  together  as  we  do  to-(hiy ;  so  let  us 
enjo}'  this  occasion  in  the  full  s{)irit  of  "  fraternity,  charity  and 
loyalty, '"not  knowing- which  of  us,  before  another  similar  occasion 
shall  be  presented,  shall  have  answered  the  •'  long  roll  of  death.'' 
The  faces  of  Maj.  Thad.  Steven*  and  Q.  M.  Sergt.  Jacob  !Mar- 
tin  are  present  to  my  mind — although  absent  from  tlus  occasion 
. — the  former  good  natured  and  kindly,  the  latter  always  joll}' 
and  social.  Let  it  be  hoi)ed  that  there  may  possibly  be  reunions 
of  our  comrades  in  the  spirit  land,  and  that  the  dead  that  have 
gone  before  are  having  a  counterpart  of  this  occasion  in  realms 
which  their  valor  and  their  virtues  have  won  for  them. 

We  know  not  the  future,  ]>ut  only  the  present  and  something 
of  the  i»ast.  but  nothing  has  ever  so  thi>roughh'  stirred  the  hearts 
of  a  people  (and  probably  nothing  ever  will)  as  the  services  and 
sacrifices  of  its  soldiery.  The  soldiers  of  the  Union  have  on 
every  hand  received  recognition  and  gratitude  ;  and  it  has  only 
been  in  cases  where  the  designs  of  crafty  politicians  have  been 
attempted  to  ])e  carrie<l  out,  through  the  prostitution  of  this 
sentiment,  that  the  people  have  revolted.  The  names  of  Kearney. 
Sedgwick,  Whipple,  McClellan,  Hancock,  Meade,  Grant  and  hun- 
dreds of  others  stand  on  the  pages  of  their  country's  history  as 
examples  of  military  ability  and  courage  for  the  emulation  of  fu- 
ture generations,  and  are  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  in 
gratitude  for  their  services  in  maintaining  this  government  " of 
the  people,  b}'  the  people  and  for  the  people/'  Their  swords  are 
now  beaten  into  })luws)iares,  as  our  bn}'onets  are  turneil  into 
pruning  hooks;  and  let  the  glory  of  the  soldier  not  be  dimmed 
by  the  mistakes  of  the  |iartisan  nor  his  valor  forgotten  through 
the  faults  of  the  politician.     "  Peace  hath  her  victories  as  well  as 

WAV." 

The  inarches,  tlie  camp  fires,  the  bivouacs,  the  parades,  and  the 
drills  of  the  Kegimeut  in  whicli  we  JDined  come  vivitUy  to  our 
minds  ;  and  I  lia\e  often  wished  tliat  just  for  one  eveninu'  (not,  of 
course,  tor  a  ureat  length  of  time)  the  scenes  of  a  cam})  lire  could 
be  restored.  Some  of  the  exi)eriences  of  our  soldier  life  were 
thoroughly  eujoyal>le  :  and  I  am  not  unmindfid  of  the  forages 
that  were  made  with  such  refresliing  results  to  the  inner  man. 
However,  be  it  sai-1  to  the  credit  of  C'ol.  Franklin,  that  he  always 
took  proper  measures  for  repressing  auv  undue  s})iiit  of  wanton- 
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ness  in  that  direction,  although  his  etiort>!  to  protect  a  certain 
lien  house  on  the  urgent  api)eals  of  the  goo<l  woman  of  the  man- 
sion in  a  night  march  on  the  road  down  to  Piedmont  did  not 
prevent  a  number  of  dishes  of  cliicken  broth  from  being-  served 
up  next  morning,  as  I  m^^self  can  testify. 

The  quickness  with  which  a  number  of  pigs  and  calves  were 
disposed  of  later  on  in  the  march  towards  Falmouth,  on  a  bright 
winter's  afternoon,  would  have  earned  positions  for  a  number  of 
our  men  at  a  first-class  abattoir;  and,  if  I  remember  aright,  the 
Colonel's  cook  was  put  in  charge  of  some  of  that  pork.  Some 
of  you,  m}'  comrades,  may  remember  that  this  occurred  upon  the 
farm  of  a  man  whose  milk  house  loft  was  well  filled  with  apples 
and  potatoes,  and  some  of  you  may  remember  having  been  chased 
out  of  that  loft  h\  the  proprietor  of  the  premises,  not,  however, 
without  a  certain  amount  of  booty  having  been  secured.  The 
locking  of  the  door  of  that  loft,  you  will  remember,  put  a  stop  to 
foraging  in  tliat  direction. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  war  means  a  relapsing  into  primitive 
conditions  of  life — communism  pales  before  its  lurid  light.  The 
restraints  of  civilized  life  are  relaxed,  and  that  which  in  peace 
wouM  be  considered  a  crime  becomes  in  war  a  merit  to  be  re- 
warded. It  means  desolation,  destruction  and  death;  and  it 
also  means  present  and  resulting  demoralization  to  society  which 
cannot  be  immediately  reinvested  with  its  wholesome  and  proper 
restraints.  In  tlie  language  of  Burke  :  "  Warsuspends  the  rules  of 
moral  obliL'^ation,  and  what  is  long  suspended  is  iu  danger  of  being 
totallv  abrtigated.  Civil  war  strikes  deei)fst  of  all  into  the  man- 
ners of  the  people.  They  vitiate  their  polities;  they  corrupt 
their  morals  ;  they  pervert  evfu  the  natural  taste  and  relish  of 
etiuit}' ami  justiie.  By  teachiiiLT  us  to  consider  our  fellow  crea- 
tures in  a  liostile  light,  tlie  whole  i)ody  of  our  nation  becomes 
gradually  K---;  dear  to  u>.  Tiie  vi  ry  names  of  atfection  and 
kindred,  wliich  wen'  the  Itond  of  clu'irity.  become  new  incentives 
to  hatred  and  rage  when  the  communion  of  our  country  is  ilis- 
solved."  Ttiat  we  may  have  m)  more  of  it  is  the  wish  of  all  who 
have  i)artici[)ated  in  it.  North  and  South,  although  the  coming 
generations  of  our  country,  knowiuL'  nuthingof  war  but  by  tradi- 
tion,ma^'  rusli  into  it  and  t)l'tuin  the  wisdom  of  its  exjieriences.  Let 
it  be  hoped  that  this  country  will  never  again  witness  a  war  of  sec- 
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tion  against  sL-ctioii.  l.iutbtT against  brother.  Dfaiiy  has  the  South 
paid  for  her  error?  in  the  loss  of  her  property  and  her  sons;  and 
while  we  ma}'  have  little  or  no  regard  for  their  so-called  "  states- 
men''who  labored  so  zealously  to  bring-  it  about,  yet  toward  those 
who  fought  against  us  we  can  only  feel  as  brave  men  should  feel 
toward  each  other.  Would  that  their  valor  had  been  shown  and 
blended  with  c>ur  own  against  a  common  enemy,  rather  than  in 
an  eftort  to  perpetrate  the  crowning  iui<juity  o.f  our  American 
civilization  (in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  humanity  and  in  vio- 
lation of  tile  laws  (jf  God),  the  institution  of  iiuman  slavery. 
The  progress  of  human  iutelligt'uce  had  lighted  up  its  iniqui- 
ties to  the  dullest  comprehension,  and  whatever  fatuity  of  reason- 
ing may  h:i\e  blunted  the  consciences  and  dulled  the  sensil»ilities 
of  our  brethren  at  the  South,  there  is  a  result  attained  in  its  abo- 
lition which  promises  development  of  their  resources  wherefrom 
shall  tlow  wi-alth  and  power  for  them.  Joining  hands  with  them. 
we  (soldiers  of  the  2s'orth  and  South),  in  defence  of  a  common 
country,  can  v:A]  1/id  defiance  to  any  fjroigu  adver.-ar^' ;  and  to 
any  that  may  dare  assail  us  we  may  say  with  Henry  the  Y  in  the 

l)lay  : 

"Take  lioed. 
How  you  aw-ako  nur  sleeping-  swords  of  war. 
Wt-  charge  you  in  tlie  name  of  God,  take  heed  I 
For  never  two  such  kingdoms  did  contend 
"SVitlioiit  much  tlow  ot' blood,  whose  guiltless  drops 
Are  every  one  a  woe.  a  sore  complaint 
"Crainst  huji,  wlidi-e  wioug  gives  edge  auto  the  swords. 
That  make  Ma-!i  v.n>ie  in  brief  mortality. '" 

It  seems  in  strange  cciitrast  with  the  sequence  of  events  to  read 
upon  a  ti>mb~roiu-  in  II')l!yw(»(id  Cemetery  at  Ilichmond  of  a 
iirave  son  of  thr  S"Uth.  who.  so  it  states.  ••  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
th-'s  front  -^vhile  ciKU-ging  tlie  enemy  at  Malvrrn  Kills.  July  1, 
l^it'i.*"  this  in-t  ription  : 

"liot  on,  eiabahued  and  saiated  dvad. 

l)rara>  tin-  blood  ho  uave. 
Ft-ar  not  that  impious  loot  shall  tual 

The  liei-baL;!.'  ot"  yom-  giave. 
Youi-  ^lory  shall  ueYi-  In-  loruot 

AVIiile  fairu^  liei-  vi'^il  kft'p-. 
Or  hoiioi-  jjoiiits  the  sa.ci-td  s]  o' 

Where  a  soldier  proudly  .-L  eps.' 
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Xo  impious  foot  trod  tlie  lu.'rluf.a'  of  that  urave  in  mine,  al- 
though a  foot  that  marched  ai;aiiist  his  friends  and  kept  step  to  the 
music  of  the  Union  :  and  I  could  hut  wish  with  all  my  heart '"that 
his  glory  miiiht  never  lie  f()ri:-(jtteii."'  dimuied  a>  it  was  by  the 
cause  for  which  he  fought.  His  valor,  as  avcU  as  that  of  those  who 
fought  with  him  fof  tlie  same  race  and  blood  with  ourseh-es,  as 
they  are),  from  Robert  K.  Lee  down  to  Charles  Harris  McPhail 
of  the  6th  Reiiiment  "^'irginia  Yoliniteers  (as  his  tombstone  an- 
nounced), should  he  remembered  in  honor  of  American  spirit  and 
courage ;  and  let  it  be  hopi'd  that  Manassas  and  Antietara, 
Fredericks! )urg  and  Gettysburg,  shall  be  in  the  future  sj-nonj-ms 
of  American  courage  and  daring,  as  are  Cherubusco.  Chepultepec, 
and  ]\IexiLL>. 

Would  that  the  lives  sacrificed  on  both  sides  might  have  been 
spared  to  their  country  with  all  the  wealth  they  would  have 
made:  and  that  snme  hight-r  statesiuan-hi[)  like  that  of  Wilber- 
force  and  Buck>tone  in  the  British  Parliament  might  have 
brought  about  i^eacefuUy  t!ie  abolition  of  i)roperty  in  man  (Avith 
compensation  foi-  its  loss,  if  you  jileasr)  Avithout  AAaitino-  for  the 
shock  of  arms  to  ai-complish  Avh;it  to-day  stands  accomplished 
by  such  greater  sacrifices  of  treasure  and  such  great  sacrilices  of 
life. 

The  technicalities  of  the  ri'jiits  of  ]>risons  or  i)roperty  should 
iievrr  (>■,■  alh'Avid  to  ■-t;ir.d  a-  the  uuiniiniMit^  of  public  Avroncfs. 
If  the  Federal  Con-titntiou  i^to  !.i-  the  palladium  of  our  liberties 
let  the  power  be  rt'couiii/.cd  as  cxistinLf  somcwlu're  fin  Con^'ress. 
if  you  ]>lfa<e)  that  will  Asarraiit  \\w  j.i-t  oblittTation  of  rights  a>- 
serted  in  derogation  of  linmau  lib«  rty.  whi'ther  they  be  techni- 
cal c<n"i>orate  riuhi-  v,hi<li  in  tlu'  prt'<.'ut  an-  made  the  en- 
gines of  oppre--ion  oi'  tlir  ptoplr  or  llu;  riiihts  of  pro])ertv  in 
man,  a-^-i-rtrd  as  [irot-'ilrd  l>y  tliat  iii>truiiU'nt  in  tin-  past.  There 
has  never  bei-u  any  tronbh-  in  divi  stiu'^  tlie  rights  o\'  an  Indian 
tribe  to  a  re-ervatjoii.  as  -oon  a-  it  wa>  ili>co\ered  that  it  con- 
tained a  suilicii-nt'pianrity  ol'  gold  or  oiher  valuable  minerals 
to  tempt  the  eupir|it\-  of  tlie  mpii-ite  inunber  of  speculators 
and  C'onLM-es>U)i'n  to  l.iiie_'  it  aboiit.  4u  what  shape  huiuon  cv- 
pi'lit;/  will  next  threaten  the  di>memberment  of  the  country  none 
can  tell;  but  do  not  1.  t  u-  (ratlu-r  (.ur  posterity,  it  is  to  b.^  hoped) 
Avait  next  time  until  v.  «.■  are  in  the  elute^jes,  of  a  mousier  to  realize 
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its  hideoiisness  ;  but  throttlL-  it  at  once,  without  waiting'  until  it 
"  unknits  the  churlish  Ivuot  of  all  abhonvd  war." 

In  stranrje  contrast  with  the  national  ccmoterios  of  the  Union 
soldiers  stand  the  cemeteries  of  the  Confederate  dead.  While 
the  graves  in  the  former  have  marble  pieces  at  head  and  foot, 
with  names  inscribed  thereon  where  known,  the  graves  of  the 
Confederate  dead  are  marked  bv  wooden  sticks  at  either  end 
with  numbers  stamped  on  tin  lal>els,  fastened  thereon.  At 
Fredericksburg,  in  what  contrast  stands  the  Union  ceme- 
tery with  the  Confederate  soldier  side  of  the  cemetery  of  that 
place.  The  latter  is  very  much  neglected,  the  tin  labels  having 
in  many  cascs  dropped  ort,  whilt-  the  Union  cemetery  is  kept  in  a 
neat  and  tidy  condition  at  the  ex[)ense  of  the  government,  with 
a  Snperintendant  always  in  cliarge  to  give  infurmation  and  keep 
it  in  order.  What  a  sigh  comes  from  the  heart  as  we  read  that 
of  the  15.243  soldiers  interred  in  the  Union  cemetery  at  Freder- 
icksburg. 12.770  are  uidvuown.. while  in  the  Union  cemeter}-  at 
Richmond,  on  the  Williamslmrg  road,  of  the  6.52'.)  soldiers  in- 
terred, only  .b3*<  are  known,  and  a  like  story  is  told  at  the  Fair 
Oaks  Cemetery.  What  a  tale  is  told  in  this  number  of  unknown  ; 
and  niay  we  not  mourn  the  fate  of  those,  ungatJiered  in  ceme- 
teries, who  have  literally  gone  to  be  "  brothers  to  the  insensible 
clod,  which  the  rude  swain  turns  with  his  share  and  treads  upon," 
with  nothing  to  indicate  to  whom  honor  is  due  ;  only  the  absen(.'e 
of  the  face  from  the  heartli^tone  and  the  aching  void  in  the 
hearts  of  kindred  and  friends  serve  to  perpetuate  the  glory  of 
tlie  unknown  dt-ad. 

May   we  say  with  Sothern  : 

"•  D.i.^t  thou  know  the  fate  of  soldiers  ? 
They're  but  ainbitinas  tools  to  cut  a  way  to  lier  unlawful  ends." 

This  is  not  true  of  the  Union  dead,  although  doubtle-s  some 
<>f  them  were  the  •"tools'"  of  ambition:  and,  so  far  as  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburii'  was  concerned,  some  of  them  were  the  victims 
of  inconi[ietency,  inil>ecility  or  intoxication.  Fredericlcsltiirg 
wa>  a  chapter  of  horr<^rs!  Xothing  but  in-anity  or  drunkenness 
could  have  plainu-d  that  atttuk  in  front  upon  the  Confederate  po- 
sition on  Marie<  Tleiiriit^-.  in  lookiuLi  tlouu  fiom  the  stone  wall 
of  tlie  cemetery  what  a   long  unbroken   sweep   the   Confederates 
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had  against  ttie  ailvanciiig-  force-^  :  and  tlie  frightful  sluugliter 
which  ensiiLM]  and  could  easily  have  been  foretold  is  only  indi- 
cated by  the  >ti'rv  told  me  hy  an  otlicer  of  Longstreet's  corps, 
that  the  next  day  after  the  ■\vithdraNval  of  the  Union  troops  you 
could  walk  from  the  road  fronting"  the  cemetery  down  to  Freder- 
icksl»urg.  a  distance  of  from  one-half  to  thrre-([Unrters  of  a  mile, 
on  the  Union  dead,  without  touching  the  ground,  so  thickly 
were  they  strewn.  It  was  madness  to  advance  human  l>ein<2,s  in 
the  open  lieM  again>t  the  stiuiu  of  tire  which  the  shelter  of  that 
stone  wall  allowed  to  he  poure<l  upon  our  men.  Tlie  cottage  of 
the  old  dame  who  during  that  l>artie  ran  up  and  down  the  Cou- 
fe(lerate  lines  cheering  her  hrctlinn.  without  recei^'ing  a  scratch, 
still  slanils  liy  the  roadside,  marked  all  over  with  bullet^,  and 
she  still  sur\  iNC>,  and  lives  in  it.  r^he  was  an^ry  at  once  before 
having  been  turned  out  of  her  house  on  t\w  aniuiuncement  of  the 
coming  of  tlu'Yankees.  and.  on  her  retr.rninu-  from  this  fulse  alarm, 
sv.'ore  that  ^he  wuuld  not  K^ave  it  auain,  and  did  not,  although 
the  fiercest  of  tliat  tiei'ee  tiuht  raizeil  all  around  her  and  her  home. 
The  folly  of  Frederick>buru-  wa<  proven  liy  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville.  when  Marie-;  Heiuht--  v.a~;  reached  in  the  rear  by 
Sedgwick;  and  by  the  Grant  eami/aign.  when  lii>  army  passed 
around  Frederii-k^buru'.  leaving-  it  in  their  rear  after  the  Battle  of 
the  WiMerne--. 

As  1  st!.)od  liv  gi-;\v.>  Xo.  i>.r,  IT  ar  Fretierirk-^lM'.ru-.  that  of  J . 
H.  ^[artin.  t'le  iM.juiry  >iiLm-.--;tei1  itself,  was  that  the  grave  of 
Corpoial  Jo^epli  II.  Martin  of  my  own  eiun[iaiiv:  but  on  read- 
ing fui'rh.-r  il:~eii\  ereil  rhat  the  deeea^ed  had  been  l;illed  at  Get- 
ty si  lurij,'. -;o  that  it  eoid'l  not  !ia\"e  been  he  unie-^  he  sub^eipiiuitlv 
re-euli-ted.  Many  of  us  woid'l  doubile-,^  have  heen  in  that  list  uf 
unknown  JKi'i  we  not  been -a\i'd  n;aiiy  ot  the  peril-,  ofthe  war  b\- 
the  >hort  ue--  oi'.iiir  lermofe'nli  -t  nient.  Our  patri(.iti-^m  wa>  proved 
by  (Uir  enlistment,  and  I  know  that  the  Il(>.^iment  was  alwavs 
retidy  to  ol  ey  or.'.-r-:  and  always  .lid  its  duty.  Many  of  our 
Regiment  a-  \"  ell  a<  many  t  fo;i!-  eiunrade^  wlio  re-enlisted  sealed 

with     theil-   bh"M!     tileir    deVotioM     to    the     IIa'J;.  Il     waS     UOt     OUr 

fault-  that  wi-  were  con.^idereil  to.,  raw  to  be  put  into  the  front 
at  the  se>'ond  liat;leof  Ibdl'-.  Iluii;  an<l  it  w;is  not  our  fault- 
that  we  were  e(>n>id'ied  -»  neee-.-;iry  for  the  deli'iKc  of  Wash- 
ington that  we  w.-re   not  orderi-d  to  the  fields  of  .<oiith  Mountain 
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and  Antictam.      Lft  the  services  of  the  Reuiiueiit  :it  Frederioks- 
biirij  and  Chnucellorsville  silence  all  cin'il.  if  any  there  be. 

In  lookinii"  over  an  old  letter  written  iVoni  the  camp  on  Mi- 
ncr'sHill.  October  5th,  1802,  T  tind  that  I  stated  thafin  the  fore- 
noons from  S  to  11  we  are  drilled  in  company  drill,  while  the  af- 
ternoons from  2  to  moon-^hine  are  spent  in  rcLiimental  or  brii4'ade 
drill.  Yesterday  afternoon  the  boys  were  kept  <jnt  hy  the  Briga- 
<lier  until  the  stars  were  commencing  to  sliine.  If  we  were 
marched  in  review  once  a  week,  the  men  would  take  pride  in 
these  reviews:  bnt  when  it  l>ecomes  the  order  of  the  afternoon 
for  a  week  at  a  time  the  men  conduct  themselves  with  a  careless 
indifference  wliich  the  most  vigorous  discipline  cannot  over- 
come." 

From  this  I  judge  that  I  very  soon  found  out  that  I  had  made 
a  mistake  in  not  enlisting  as  a  Bi'iga^lier  General ;  and  I  know  that 
at^er  carrying  a  musket  for  three  months  I  was  detailed  on  extra 
duty  at  Brigade  head(iu:irters,  and  this  was  p)robal>ly,  in  my  posi- 
tion, the  be<t  thin'j  th;it  could  have  ha[)[)ened,  not  having  enlisted 
as  a  Brigadier  General. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  battle  of  Bull's  Run,  you  will  remem- 
ber the  circumstance  of  our  having  been  ordered  to  Centreville  ; 
and  beyond  Fairfax  Court  House,  which  we  reached  by  a  forced 
march,  we  were  met  by  a  statl  otUcer.  who.  when  told  by  Col.  Frank- 
lin, iureply  to  his  (question,  that  we  were  goinu-  to  Centreville,  ac- 
cording to  orders,  rejilied,  ■"  going  to  hell.""  and  put  us  in  line  of 
battle  for  the  night  a  short  distance  beyond.  The  worst  of  us 
might  have  alri'ady  reached  that  undesirable  destination  if  our 
march  to  Centre\  ille  had  not  been  stopped,  ^'ou  will  reniendier 
that  the  lain  came  down  in  torrents  that  night,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  mau_\  of  you  Hkc  myself  expi ctei]  t"  be  }>ut  in  the 
hospital  the  next  day:  l)Ut.  strauii-e  to  say,  although  that  was  my 
first  experience  ill  -taying  out  all  night  in  the  rain.  I  was  very 
agreeai>ly  disa|)poiiited  in  the  re^-iih  and  did  not  sulfer  in  the 
least  frtmi  the  ex|)o-iire--  of  that  niuht. 

The  feat  of  iiettiiiLi-  a  eautten  of  whisky  to  I.ient.  Fell,  and  the 
boys  of  my  comi)anv.  who  were  '•  stuck  in  the  mud  ""  with  Burn- 
side,  c()nsidering  the  de|ith  of  the  mud  cm  that  occusiou.  was  one 
which  earned  me  the  everla>ting  :j.ratitu<le  of  tlie  hoys,  whether 
my  country  shall  e\er  ap^)reciate  the  ser\  ice  or  no'.. 
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On  the  occasion  of  a  recent  trip  to  Fivderickslmro;.  I  .-.tood  ia 
front  of  the  LacN'  House,  in  the  position  from  which  I  had  viewed 
the  battle,  and  lookinir  over  the  (juiet  town  there  was  nought  to 
remind  me  of  its  former  contlict  save  the  flag  which  tiuietly  floated 
on  the  breeze  and  the  green  mounds  of  the  cemetery  on  Marie* 
Heights.  How  changed  the  scene!  The  smoke  of  the  factories 
had  taken  the  phice  of  the  smoke  of  powder;  the  rattle  of  the 
shuttle,  instead  of  the  rattle  of  musketrv  ;  and  the  roaring  of  the 
■waters  of  the  Ilappaliannock  in  the  place  of  the  roaring  of  artil- 
lery. May  these  scenes  never  again  i)e  ilisturlied  liy  the  conrtict 
of  arms.  In  going  through  Falmouth  to  remind  me  of  my  former 
trip,  I  saw  the  same  old  couple  leauinir  over  the  garden  gate  of  the 
cottage  on  the  liill  coming  out  of  the  town,  thnt  I  had  seen  near- 
ly twenty  years  l)efore.  Old  then,  but  older  and  decrepit  now  l 
survivors  of  the  ravages  of  l)Oth  tinu'  and  war. 

The  battle  fields  of  the  war  teach  many  lessons  in  j)eace.  Be- 
tween the  Union  and  Confederate  rille  pits,  on  the  nine  mile  road 
beyond  Fair  Oaks  (relics  of  the  (Ji-ant  c:im[»aign).  I  picked  up,  Iv- 
ing peacefully  side  ly  ^ide  (having  botii.  perhaps,  [>erformed  their 
missions  of  death),  the  round  l.iillft  of  the  Confederate  and  the 
elongated  miiinii-  hall  of  the  Union  soldier.  To  err  is  human,  to 
forgive  divine;  so  should  wr  of  the  two  <ides.  since  our  mis- 
sions of  death  and  de-truetion  are  over,  stand  side  bv  side  and 
•work  shoiddcrto  >lio'iMei-  to  re-ton- tli,'  pro>])eritv  of  the  coun- 
try, develoi)  her  natural  re-.MMec>  and  do  all  tliat  lies  within  our 
power  to  [M-omotehfr  ghuv  nnd  maintain  thedignit\- of  American 
citizenship.  ^Ve  of  the  Xorth.  in  the  exultation  of  our  success, 
showinu.-  that  iiiaLrnauitnity  whieh  our  success  renders  us  bound  to 
extend.  They  of  tin-  6outli.  -howin--  in  their  defeat  the  proper 
regret  tbr  tlieir  faults.  ..,,  th.it  tiie  S.,iuli  -hall  say  to  the  \orth. 
"  give-up,"  and  the  North  to  th.-  South,  ••  keep  not  baek."' 

Let  our  reirrets  and  .Mir  >oitou-   he   minuled   together  for  the 
lost  and  the  -lain,  of  our  homes  and  our  (ir*'sides,  who  are, 

"  by  the  !l..\v  of  til.-  ii,l :,im1  river, 
Whore  ill.'  Ileet-  ..f  iiMii  \>.\\v  1^.(1. 

Where  tlie  hi. nlfs  <>(■  the  new  i;r.i>s  .[iiiver 
A-l.'fJ)  in  the  l;iliks  ..f  ill.-  ilea.h"' 
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"So  -when  the  summer  calleth, 

On  forest  and  tields  of  grain, 
With  an  equal  nuirmur  falU-th,  ' 

The  coolin<;  drip  of  tlie  rain.  . ' 

Under  the  sod  and  tlie  dew, 

Waiting'  tlie  judgment  tlay, 
Wet  with  the  rain  the  Blue,     • 

Wet  with  the  rain  the  Gray. 

"Sadly  but  not  with  up-hraiding-, 

The  generous  deed  was  (k)ne, 
In  the  storm  of  tlie  years  that  are  fading, 

Xo  braver  battle  was  won. 

Under  the  sod  and  the  dew. 

Waiting  the  judgment  day. 
Under  the  Wossoms  the  Blue, 

Under  the  garlands  the  Gray. 

"These  in  the  robing  of  glory. 

Those  in  the  gloom  of  defeat,    '. 
All  with  the  battle  blood  gory, 

In  the  dusk  of  eternity  meet. 

Under  the  sod  and  the  dew, 

Waiting  tlie  judgment  day, 
Under  the  laurel  the  Blue, 

Under  the  willow  the  <iray.  ,  .  , 

"  Xo  more  shall  the  war  cry  sever. 

Or  the  winding  river  be  red, 
They  banish  our  anger  forever, 

When  they  laurel  the  graves  of  our  dead. 

Under  the  sod  and  the  dew. 

Waiting  the  judgment  day, 
Love  and  tears  fur  the  Blue, 

Tears  and  love  for  the  Gray." 
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HISTORY. 


BY    JOHN-    .SMITH.    U.     [).    s.,    UF    LANCASTER,    PA. 


Mr.  President  and  Co.miiai>k.<: 

In  the  mouth  of  July,  ls.i:2,  Euileti  Fmuklin,  of  the  city  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  who  lui-l  scrviHl  as  Captahi  in  the  First  Regi- 
ment, received  authority  from  Gov.  Curtiu  to  recruit  a  regiment 
fornine  months  servic...  I^tahlishini:-  a  eamp  a  mile  and  a-half  east 
of  Lancaster,  recruitiu-  was  actively  prosecuted,  and,  with  re- 
markable raiiidity.  fnurtceu  companies  were  oru'anized  and  as- 
sembled at  the  rendezvous.  Ou  the  \-2th  of  Auoust  ten  of  the 
companies  were  Mro-;inize<l  in  a  re-iment.  desi<ri,ated  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-Second,  with  the  fnljowino-  field  officers: 
Emien  Franklin.  Colonel:  Kdwavd  McCioveru,  Lieut.  Colonel; 
Thaddeus  Stevens.  Jr..  Major. 

The  held  otiicers  had  all  seen  service:  Lieut.  Col  Edward  Mc- 
Govern  had  been  a  C:iptaiu  in  the  TOth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and  Major  Steven,  a  private  in  the  three  months-  service.  Cai)tain' 
Emlen  FrankiinV  ('i.mp.niv. 

Regimonta]  Staff  Officers. 

Adjutant.  First  Lieut.  Danh-I  11.  Heitshu:  Quartermaster, 
First  Lieut.  John  T.  Ma<  ( ioui-h' ;  Sur-eun,  Wm.  C.  Lane;  As- 
sistant Siir-eous.  \V:>^hin_ton  Bui-  and  L  C.  Hogeudobler  ; 
Chaplain.  Elam  Kirk.      ■   .  ,     .;_^  ^., 

Regimental  Xon-Comniibsioned  Staff  Officers. 
Ser-eaut  MaJ-r.  \V:n.  H.  II.  |;.„kM,.:  (^lartermaster  Ser-eant 
Jacob  Martin  :  ( "Min-ni^.;,  ry  S..r_^.,.nt.  Daniel  S.  Hursk  ;  Hospital 
Steward.  Andrew  N.  Th..,.:.,:  r,,l.,,  i;,,,,^,  Sercvcnnt,  Martin 
H.  Dnrwart.  and.  aft-  rward.  ('..rp.-ra!  John  S.  Smith  and  Corpo- 
ral J.,hu  M.  M,  FaIN:  M.nk,  ;•..  P.-iv,,.,  c,,,,,  Whitson.  Private 
Stape. 
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Musicians. 

Drum  Mnjor.  Johu  P.  Shindle:  John  D.  Huohes.  Francis  P. 
McCulloii.  John  M.  Row.  Win.  B.  Hin<lni:in,  J.icoh>  Duttorline. 
Jesse  Mc-Qiuiide.  Wni.  Watt.  L.  De  W.  Brentmnn.  Win.  D. 
Shenck.  Georiie  ^Nlanclia.  John  Hull,  John  W.  Hubloy,  M.  A. 
Harubriglit,  Rol.'t  P.  Tagiravt.  Frank  S.  Cochran.  Charles  Yack- 
ley,  Thos.  McCoy.  IL.'nry  T.  Yackley.  Leonard  Strickler.  Wasii- 
ington   P(^tts.  Wm.  N.  Fisher. 

The  Commissioned  Officers  of  the  Companies.  ^ 

Company  A — Ca[itain.  (ifoi-^e  ^[u>->(.r,  und  afterwards  Captain 
George  M.  Franklin  ;  First  Lieut.,  J.  P.  Weise  ;  Second  Lieut., 
Thos.  Dinan. 

Company  B — Captain.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Jr..  and.  afterward. 
Samuel  W.  Howe:  Fir-t  Lieut..  Edward  T.  Eager ;  Second 
Lieut.,  Jacob  C.  Brtibnker. 

Company  C — Captain.  Smith  P.  Gait;  First  Lieut.,  Roliert  J. 
Nevin  ;   Second  Lieut..  S.  G.  Behmer. 

Company  D — Cajitain.  J.  Miller  Raub  ;  First  Lieut.,  Daniel  H. 
Heitshu,  and,  afterward.  John  C.  Long:  Second  Lieut..  Hirain 
Stamm. 

Comjiany  p] — Cai>tain.  Andrew  R.  Byerly  ;  First  Lieut.,  Dan'l 
H.  Herr;  Second  Lieut..  D.avid  X.  Fell. 

Company  F — Captnin.  P..  F.  Bmli'.  ;iud  afterward  Jnmes  F. 
Ricksecker  ;  First  Lieut.,  John  Leaman  ;  Second  Lieut.,  George 
K.  Zellers. 

Comijany  G — Captain.  Jettt-rsun  N.  Xelf.  and,  afterward,  John 
P.  Killiurn:  First  Lieut..  Ileury  X.  Breneman  :  Second  Lieut.. 
I-aac  S.  Mulliken. 

Company  H — Captain.  Louis  H.  Audenreid  ;  First  Lii-ut.. 
Kmanuel  Gundaker;   Second  liieut.,  Thomas  ISL  Sumption. 

Company  I — Captain.  John  ^L  Amwrg,  and,  afterwaid,  H.  W. 
Gnra;  First  Lieut.,  Win.  C.  Reed:  Second  Lieut.,  Henry  A. 
Trost. 

Com[)any  K — C.ipt.aiu.  Wm.  F.  I)iincan  ;  Fir^t  Lieut..  D.  K. 
Springer;   Second  Lieut..  Km:uiuel  C.  Dorwart. 

In  the  early  SpriuLT  of  ISC.-i.  Capt.  .Jrtlerson  X.  Xelf.  First 
Lieut,  n.  X.  Brfueman,  Scr^eiint  .lacoi.  jbickwalter,  Sergv-ant 
Is:iac  Mulliken.  Scmeaiit   .lohn    V.   Hiesiaiid.  Corporal   John    S. 
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Smith  and  others  refniitfd  :i  company  ofnliout  45  nipn  and  took" 
the  name  of  Straslnirir  •■  Home  Guards."  Jetteison  X.  Xetf,  the 
Captain  of  the  ''  Guards."'  tendered  the  services  of  the  Company, 
which  had  been  drilled  in  the  manual  of  arms,  to  Colonel  Frank- 
lin to  form  the  new  Retriment.  The  men  nearly  all  pass- 
ed the  re(|uisite  examination,  were  duly  sworn  into  the  service 
and  accepted,  and  su))sei|uently  became  Company  "  G,''  122d 
Regiment.  The  Company  was  then  recruited  to  the  maximum 
standard  from  the  other  recruits  at  the  rendezrovs.  The  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned  otlicers  of  the  '•  Guards  "' kept 
their  relative  respective  rank,  and  marched  from  Strasburg  to 
Lancaster,  a  distance  of  over  eight  miles. 

The  Regiment  was  almost  exclusively  from  Lancaster  county, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  oflicers  had  but  little  knowledge 
of  military  duty,  and,  with  the  exce{)tiou  of  Comj^any  G,  but  few 
of  the  men  belonging'  to  the  other  companies  had  ever  been 
drilled.  Comiiany  drill  was  {tromptly  commenced,  but  before  it 
had  been  carried  \erv  far  the  Reu-inietit  was  ordered  to  Washins:- 
ton,  it  having  been  ne('e-.<ary  that  all  available  forces  should  be 
gathered  about  the  Capital. 

On  the  14th  of  August.  l^i;2.  the  Regiment  broke  camp  and 
proceeded  to  I{arri>bur2'.  whei-e  it  was  fully  armed  and  equipped. 
.and,  ui>on  its  arrival  at  Washiu'^ton  on  the  KUh,  it  was  reported 
to  Gen.  Casey.  tiuMi  in  coniuiahd  i)\'  the  deieiises  of  the  citA'. 
While  ([uartered  at  tiie  "Soldiers"  Retreat,"  the  Commanding- 
General  was  so  well  pleii^.'d  with  the  tiiie  iiiipearance  and  soldier- 
ly bearini;-  of  the  men.  a>  to  reque-t  its  Colonel  to  remain  in  the 
eit\' for  provost  duty,  'fhis  (\.l.  I-'ranklin  re>-]iectfully  declined  to 
do. and  adiled.--that  th<'  li'Jd  rveirimeiit  had  e)diste<l  lor  active  duty 
in  till'  tield.  not  t'>  play  Siiiid.ay  >oi(lirr  at  \Va>hiui:t(Mi."  The 
Rea-iniciir  was  at  oin-c  ordered  to  Vir'_diiia.  crossing  over  the 
LouL^  BridL'e  about  ;>  o'clock  p.  ni.  of  the  If.th.  under  a  burning 
sun,  with  two  day>  rations.  Tli,.  K.-jinuMit  marched  a  few  miles 
.and  bivouacked  for  tin-  ui_dit.the  tir.-t  time  on  Viroinia  soil.  The 
following  da\  a  camping-  pla<-e  was  sde -ted  in  an  orchard  a  short 
distance  v.-c^t  of  the  fir>t  -toppiuLT  place,  ami  was  called  "  Camp 
Peach  Orchard."  ll-n-  <'>ir  ••I'ir-t  mail"  arrive<l  from  home. 
All  the  boys  wei-e  iiiN ioii-ly  naitin-  lor  it>  arrival  from  dav  to 
day,   and  at  hc-t  order-    >\ere   puMi-hed,    "  The   mail  has  come."' 
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After  the  distriimtioii  ii  close  observer  could  easily  notice  amon<4- 
the  anxious  throng  who  had  written  the  love  letters  at  home, 
and  those  who  were  doomed  to  disappointment  at  not  receiving 
an  answer  by  the  first  mail. 

The  Next  Move.  ,.   .,  .   . 

The  next  move  brougiit  the  Reuiment  to  a  point  on  the  Orange 
and  Alexander  railroad  near  Cloud's  ^Nlills,  opposite  Georgetown, 
where  the  next  camp  was  established.  An  Ohio  battery  and  the 
12th  New  Hampshire  joined  us  here,  greatly  to  the  delight  of 
the  boys,  who  quickly  gatiieved  around  the  guns  of  the  bat- 
tery, asking  many  questions  concerning  them,  how  far  they 
would  '-shoot."  etc.  The  artillerymen,  of  course  would, invariably 
tell  us  all  they  knew  concerning  their  arm  of  the  service. 

The  camp,  now  fairly  establisheil,  was  laid  out  in  five  single 
streets  formed  by  "pitc[iing"the  tents  in  two  parallel  lines. .n  bout  30 
paces  apart,  with  the  otiicers'  quarters  on  the  ri^ht.  nnd  the  cook 
house  on  the  left  of  the  camp.  Strict  sanitary  regulations  were 
adopted  at  once,  and  a  police  scpind  detailed  every  day  to  "'clean 
up.''  A  guard  house  is  one  of  the  appointments  of  a  camp,  and 
a  hospital,  but.  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  demand  for  either,  none 
was  erected  at  "' Camp  Pencil  Orchard."  This  s[)olve  well  of  the 
behavior  and  health  of  the  Ile^inient. 

Squad,  company  and  regimental  drill  was  promptly  com- 
menced. The  mana'uvring.  awkward  at  first,  soon  became  quite 
proficient  under  the  discipline  and  training  of  the  field  and  line 
officers,  and  in  an  inci'edil>ly  siKjrt  time  the  Regiment  ma<le  a 
creditable  dress   parade. 

The  boys,  having  became  accustomed  to  guard-mount  and 
cam()  life.  lH"^;in  to  lows  f<->r  more  active  servic(>  in  the  field. 
For  this  they  h:id  not  long  to  wait.  Gen.  MeClellau  had  with- 
drawn his  army  from  the  I'eniusula  and  his  camp  fires  could  now 
be  plainly  sfen  from  our  eami).  Tlie  army  of  Virginia,  under  Gen- 
«'ral  Po]}e.  wa-<  thrfateued  by  Lee.  wjio  was  rapidly  advancing 
nortliward.  A  bnttK^  must  soon  take  place  between  the  two  oppos- 
ing- forces.  For  several  days  contrabands  and  straguling  soldiers 
were  pouriuLT  in  from  the  front,  <lown  the  tr:ick  of  the  Orange 
and  Alexander  railroad  towards  Alex;uider.  They  were  a  sad 
looking"  i>arty  to  gaze  iq»on.      Kaeh    one    in    turn   related   his    or 
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her  (for  tliere  were  woriuTi  timonu-  tlieni,;  uwn  sad  story,  as  to 
how  things  were  transpiring  at  the  front.  The  boys  of  our 
Regiment,  of  course,  took  it  all  in,  and  l)elicved  their  wish  to  get 
into  more  active  service  would  be  soon  realized. 

Later,  the  rumbling  of  distant  cannonading  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  BulTs  Run.  Later  still,  the  roaring  of  the  artillery 
became  more  distinct  as  the  fighting  became  more  general,  and 
the  battle  tield  shifted  closer. 

There  was  now  great  excitement  at  Washington,  and  grave  ap- 
prehension was  felt  for  its  safety.  Two  great  armies  had  been 
testing  each  other  for  the  mastery  during  the  ])ast  two  da^'s  with 
varied  success  on  both  sides,  and  the  situation  had  taken  on 
a  serious  aspect.  The  Union  Commander  must  have  all  the 
available  forces  he  could  get  from  the  Capital  and  its  sur- 
roundings. 

Col.  Franklin  received  orders  to  move  his  regiment  to  the 
,front.  The  camt),  heretofore  rather  ([uiet,  now  assumed  a  lively 
appearance,  iireparing  for  the  march. 

On  September  1st  the  Regiment  an<l  the  attached  battery  of 
artillery  broke  camp,  leaving  the  canij)  eipiipaue  in  charge 
of  Lieut.  James  F.  Ricksecker.  of  Company  F. 

The  day  was  hot  and  the  roads  dusty.  The  command  pushed 
rapidly  on.  Ijong  lines  of  aml»ulances.  erowded  with  the  dying  and 
the  wounded  from  Pi'pe''>  aniiy,  were  uieLaloug  the  road, the  sights 
almost  sickening  to  behohl.  Methinks  I  ean  -ee  the  ghastly  face 
and  up-turned  eye.  glazed  in  the  last  death  struggle.  It  was  a  hard 
sight  for  the  yotniu:  and,  as  yet,  untried  lU-giment  to  witiies>. 
Notwith-taudiiiii,-  all  the  ap|]arent  diseouraiicments.  the  boys 
marched  forward  like  trained  veterans.  liroken  caissons,  artil- 
lery carriages.  .  disabled  hordes,  and  thousands  of  stragglers 
were  met  in  turn  all  that  iiu'morable  atternoon.  The  old  veterans 
gracefully  >aluted  the  ••  new  Uegiment,"  with  "•  Where  did  yon 
get  your  new  clothe--,'"  '•  Vou  will  get  them  spoiled  before  you 
Stay  long  at  Ibdl's  Run,"'  ••  l*"i-esh  ti^hl"and  like  expressions  wert- 
freely  indulu''e<l  in,  to  the  amn-ement  of  the  l)oys,  who  idways 
had  a  ready  answer  for  tlie  ••  old  veterans."  In  regard  to  the  re- 
marks about  ••  our  new  clothes  "'  wc  were  inclined  to  lielieve  there 
might  be  mon-  truth  thanficli<.m  in  what  the  old  vt-teran.*!  had  i»re- 
<licted. 
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The  army  of  Virixinin,  mi(k-r  Pope,  hri'l  been  tiuhtiiiir  for  the 
past  thrt'e  days  with  varie'l  success  and  defeat,  and  at  the  last 
had  been  forced  back  to  Centi-rvilk-.  This  had  accounted  foi;  the 
seines  \\-itnt-ised  li>'  the  IleLdnient  during-  the  past  f.-w  days. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  the  day  after  the  battle  of  (.iroveton, 
General  Lee  ordered  "  Stonewall  "  Jackson  forward  toward  Fair- 
fax, to  turn  the  Union  right,  and  Pope  >ent  ^[cD')weH.  Ileintzel- 
nian  and  Reno  in  that  direction,  intending  to  attack  on  the 
morning  of  the  2nd  of  Septenilter. 

Bnt  the  heads  of  the  two  ftjrces  coiue  in  contact  -Just  before 
dark  on  the  1-t.  at  Ox  Hill,  near  Tdiantiliy.  A  fearful  thunder 
storm  was  i-aging.  in  tlie  midst  ot"  wliich  the  engagement  began. 
The  122d  Regiment  had.  jn-t  before  the  storm  burst  upon,  us, 
reached  a  point  about  one  mih'  east  <>f  Fairfax,  where  it  halted. 
Orders  were  iriven  to  ••  uncling  kuapsacks."  and  "  load."  Tlie 
knapsack-  :md  iiU  the  private  [iroperty  which  the  boys  possessed, 
toirether  witli  their  new  overco-jts.  anil  woolen.  Iihmkets.  and  gum 
iilankets  which  were  rolled  up  and  >iuug:iroundoiirshoulders.  were 
stacked  in  a  tield  close  to  the  road  and  a  guard  detailed  to  guard 
them.  The  guards  were  suliseipiently  ordered  ti)  burn  the  prop- 
erty to  prevent  it  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  regi- 
ment marched  bL-yond  Fairfax  to  the  edu'c  of  the  woods  west  of 
th.e  town,  the  tiring'  of  musketry  becominu-  biudfi'  and  louder  aud 
more  distinct  as  we  approached  the  scene  of  conflict  in  whicii 
('ren.  Stevens"  Division  of  Reno's  Cori>s  was  lieing  forced  back 
bv  Jackson's  men.  Tlie  rain  wa-  now  falling  in  torrents  and  the 
vi\  id  lighrning  lla-h  was  almost  bliu<ling  as  it  lighted  u[)  the 
darkuess  around,  for  it  was  now  night.  Gen. Stevens  hadju>tbeen 
killed  in  the  fr. mt.  Gen.  Kearney  now  rushed  in  with  his  da>li- 
i[iLi'  hravei'v.  and.  ridiiiu  forward  alone,  in  advance  of  his  men.  to 
reci-)tmoltre  tin*  ground,  fell  in  with  a  Confederate  soldier,  from 
wluuu  he  imiuireil  the  position  (.>f  a  n-iiinu-nt.  when  the  soldiei- 
fired  and  Kearney  fell  finm  his  saddle  mortally  v.-..uniled. 

After  the  death  of  the-e  two  liravc  ( ieueral-;.  aud  <larkne>s  had 
i-l.)-,d  the  action,  th'  lJ2d  Rej.inieut  with  the  battery  reeeivetl 
t>rdi'r>  from  their  oil'.eer-  to  eouutef-mareli.  and  with  the  rest  of 
tile  armv.  ^\  hich  was  now  I'alliiiL!'  bark  to  Fairt'ax.  took  a  i)o-itiou 
aliout  oiu- and  a-lialf  !uiles  U'Ttli  >>(  the  town,  and  lay  on  their 
:irm>  that  niLlht.     With  the  battle  of  Chautillv.  or  Ox  Hill,  as  the 
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Confedenites  named  it.  closed  Pope's  campaiirn  in  Yiririnia. 
On  Sept.  2nd,  the  122d  was  assii^ned  to  General  Piatt's  Brigade, 
now  temporarily  attached  to  Porter's  Corps,  which  subsequently 
became  the  Third  of  the  Third  Division,  Third  Corps.  After 
lying  in  line  of  battle  until  2  o'clock  on  tlie  2nd,  awaiting  an  at- 
tack from  the  enemy,  who  was  now  advancing  on  our  shattered 
and  retreating  cohnnns,  the  division  to  wliich  the  Regiment  was 
attached  with  Porter's  C'.>r|>>;  slowly  withdrew,  covering  the  re- 
treat.the  enemy  constantly  tiring  on  our  rear  till  late  in  the  after 
noon,  when  he  gave  up  the  pursuit,  to  AK-xander.  It  was  not  until 
late  in  the  evening  otthe  same  day  our  Regiment  halted  for  sup- 
per and  a  little  nivded  re■^t.  <Jur  rations  long  before  had  been  ex- 
hausted, and  foraging  hail  been  resorted  to  during  the  march.  The 
boys  resolveil  not  to  want  if  any  live  stock  or  vegetables  could 
be  had  for  the  trouble  of  securing  them.  Company  '■  K  ''  had 
already  distingui-^hed  itself  in  this  caiiacity.  which  was  plainly 
noticeable  by  the  numlnr  of  old  cows  and  slu'e])  the}-  mana^red 
to  secure  at  the  point  of  tlif  bayonet. 

The  foraging  was  not  altogether  conlined  to  Company  "  K" 
on  that  memorable  afternoon,  as  there  were  more  hunurv  soldiers 
besides  tho--e  who  uere  not  too  modest  to  rejilenish  their  deplet- 
ed haversacks  and  hungr\-  ^toiuachs  ;  so  others  killed  sheep  an<I 
hogs,  and  ti->ok  ]'otat(H-s  wiiori'  iht-y  could  find  them.  Notable 
among  thesi-  v,;i>  tl:e  "  I'oM  Ir'.-hin.ni."  Tommy  Tillbrook  liv 
name,  a  i»rivate  of  C"inp:iny  "<  J."  II.-  was  n^t  sntistied  with  what 
he  took  fiom  the  oM  t':inii''i --.  At  >upper.  wliile  one  of  the  ex- 
tremely modest  men  of  t  lie  ('oni[r_iny.  Corporal  Xo.  4.  Cumpanv  G. 
was  roastingtlie  mois,',  ut'"  cow  "  (»ii  a  stick,  havingpotatoesin  the 
ashes  goinL*-  rlnouirh  the  i<>a~iiii:r  proci-ss.  he  stepped  behind  him 
and  with  a  hof>k  pulled  ili-  ni  our  of  the  fire  from  between  the 
Corporal's  ieu's  aiid  -itc  tlnin.  u',  tii.-  e\|.ens^'  of  a  hearty  lauu-h  and 
a  very  empty  --t'unacli.  -.wvl  rlii-  w.i-  ;dl  for  fun.  The  scantv  meal 
havin--  i'ccu  -.-rxc/i  witliout  ciirt-  iw  utlicr  ■■ -idc  di>hcs.""  the 
march  wa-- ;cj;;iin  rc-uiiii  d.  ai<.l  -o.)ii  aftrr  midniLiht  we  f'.>uud  our 
selves  within  th<;  'bjffn>c^  ol"  W'a-ii'nirtou. 

Our  Hriuadc  was  at  oiiee  marched  baek  to  Miner's  Hill,  to  a 
point  alioul  -ix  niiUs  to  the  v.-c..t  of  (JeoiLicrDwii.  This  beiuir  now 
tlu'  i-xtieme  flout,  a  dc!,,il  i.ftlie  Kciiinieut  was  {^lac^d  Oil  jiicket 
tor  the  niudi^      'I'ne  pi  ice  ot"  biv.iuac  was  surmuuiled   bv  a  dense 
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foi-est  of  pines.  Gen.  Piatt  ordered  that  all  the  roads  leading  to 
the  place  should  be  blockaded  by  telling  trees  across  them,  thus 
cruarding  the  npjiroach  from  cavalry  and  artillery.  This  being  the 
first  time  the  re^inieiit  was  on  picket,  it  otiered  a  favorable  op- 
portunity to  test  tlie  endurance  and  vigilance  of  the  men  on  that 
dark  Septembt-r  niirht. 

No  greater  >train  ever  had  been  placed  upon  a  similar  body  of 
men  so  recently  taken  from  civil  life. 

An  Incident. 

About  one  hour  after  the  line  was  established  a  noise  was 
heard  among  the  dense  undergrowth.  a}i})arently  approach- 
ing- the  line  in  frunt.  Thinking -^Nlosby's  Guerrillas  were  prowling 
about,  as  we  iiad  met  a  few  of  tliem  (supposed  to  be)  on  a  former 
occasion,  the  trusty,  but  tired,  soldier,  not  wishing  to  be  taken 
{irisoner  without  some  resistance,  or.  at  least,  giving  the  alarm, 
raised  his  mu-kt-t  to  a  ready.  Click,  cliek.  went  tlie  lock,  a  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  there  was  silence  again.  The  musket  was 
lowered,  and  the  soldier  again  allowed  his  mind  to  revel  in 
thoughts  of  hume  and  friends  far  away,  and  the  excitement  of  the 
previous  day.  Xext  morning  an  experience  meeting  was  held, 
when  the  past  night's  adventures  were  discussed  in  soldier  style. 
Our  nieket  line  w;(<  relieved  al'out  11  a.  m..  wlien  the  liunu'rv  and 
tired  boys  made  tluir  way  back  to  camj^.  in  a  dealing  of  under- 
brush on  Miner's  Hill,  which  tlie  boys  christened  "Camp  Dung 
Hill."  In  a  few  day-  the  Keiriuient  moved  with  the  Brigade  at 
midhiirht,  making  a  detour  of  about  twelve  mile-.  inlnginiT  u[)near 
Alexander,  just  back  of  the  Alms  House.  This  march  was 
e:dled  "swinginix  aiound  the  eiicle." 

The  same  cv-'niuu'.  in  the  mid-t  of  a  thunder  <^onn.  the  Ke-i- 
ment  mi>ved  over  to  I'vu't  liichards.  and  occu|)ie(l  the  ririe  i»ils, 
wliere  it  remained  ibr  >ume  time.  Forts  Allen.  \\'hii»p!e,  ami  at 
Fairfax  Seminary  were  places  sub-Cipiently  suc-cessfully  oe- 
cupied.  spciidinLr  little  time  ;it  any  one  place.  In  Sejitember 
when  the  Coul'e-lerates  were  invading-  Maryland.  Washington 
beinir  asiain  tlireateiu'd,  the  l\ei:imein  and  Ibiuade  to  which  it 
beloncjed  were  sent  again  to  Miner's  Hill,  beyoiiil  the  immediate 
defenses  of  W-i-hiuLiton,  an  extreme  out-po-^t.  The  Kegimeiit 
remained  here  until  the  middle   of  October,  engaged   in  drilling 
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and  i>icket  duty.      Hove    the    Renimt-nt   iveeiveil    it??  colors.     A   ' 
color     iruanl     was    now     apiiointo'l    uii   <laily   duty,     eioht    (8) 
Corpora N   and  one  (\  i   Serueant   takun    from    the   nine  different 
eora[)anies.   viz.:    ^lartin    H.    Dorwar',    Serjeant,    Company    A; 

James  Taylor.  Corporal.  Company  P>: .Corporal, 

Company  C:  John  M.  Falls.  Corporal,  ('oiiipany  1);  Joseph  Mc- 
Gowen.  Cori>oral.  Com[)any  E;  James  Blaek.  Corporal.  Com- 
pany F;  Jcjhn  S.  Smith.  Corporal.  Com|>any  G : , 

Corporal.  Company   H: .  Coi-poral.    Comi)any   I: 

John  S.  Killin^er.  Corporal,  Company  K;  Markers.  Private 
Clark  Whir^on.  Company  E  :   Private  Stape.  Co.  K. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Edward  McTfovern  joined  the  Rea'iment  here. 

Aliout  this  time  the  I>riirade.  hcretofV.'re  on  det-;iehed  duty,  was 
assio-iK'd  to  Whi[ip'e's  Division,  doinu'duty  in  the  defenses  of 
Washin-itoti.  The  KeLi'iuient  so;.n  attained  the  di-tincti(m  of  lie- 
iniT  the  best  drilled  and  disei[»rnu'd  in  rlu'  Divisitm.  which  it  • 
maintained  until  it  was  mustered  our.  On  the  Hth  of  October 
the  Br'fade  broke  camp.  i-ro--e'l  the  I^otomar  at  Georgetown, 
and  marched  to  Wa<hi:iuton,  wlure  it  joined  the  troojis  under 
Whi[ip!e  and  Wiili:;ni<,  about  JdjiDO  stron-j,-.  and  proceeded  at 
onee  \.o  join  the  Army  of  tlie  I'otom.n-.  luider  ^IcClellan,  in 
Maryland.  Th(?  troops  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  about"  the  21st.  in 
irooil  spirirs.  rea<ly  f.'i-  any  ibrwaid  mov.'ment  thev  miuht  be 
caib'd  on  to  cari-y  out.  Tli<'  liattk>ot"  Autietam  and  South 
Mountain  haviiiLr  bi-ru  fouirht  and  Eee"-^  armv  havinii  made  their 
esca[>e  across  the  river,  tlii-;  etlicifut  body  of  troops  ■v>"ent  into 
earn  p. 

The  cro^siiiir  of  tlu'  Potom.ac  bcjan  on  the  it'.th  (,>f  October  :ind 
continued  until  tli>-  iM  of  N'o\  .•miier.  wlien  the  whole  armv  was 
ovt-r. 

Lea\ii;Lr  l.'>J>ito  ni«!i  at  aii-l  ai-ounu  llarpir"-^  F'errv.  the  armv 
marched  more  than  hMi.iMiu  >!  ronu-.  lie-i<l.'s  Whipple's  and  Wil- 
liams' Division-  of  2o.(tuii.  <l,-ra<h.-d  from  the  forces  at  Washin--- 
ton. 

As  soon  a-^  Ece  w;;-  aware  "f  the  thre;itenin<x  moVLinent  ofMe- 
Clellan.  he  ha>t»  iieil  to  counteract  il  by  inoviuL:  -out^hward  in 
the  same  direction. 

Jack-on  ".\ith  li>  own  (.'oip-  and  Stii:ut'-  <'avalry  were  halted 
to  observe  and.  if  orca-ioii    wa-^   udven.    as<ail   the    I'niou    forces 


of  the   I2'^d  Ri^'jiiiif^nt  Peitn^ijJva Ilia    Voln/i/eer:-.  33 

upon  its  luarcli.  while  the  Couiuiaiuk-r  of  the  army  proceeded  up 
tlie  valley  of  the  Shenandoah. 

The  Ilegimeut  broke  cami)  above  Sandy  Hook,  from  thence 
marched  to  Bt-rlin,  where  it  halted  for  the  night,  and  crossed  the 
pontoon  bridge  on  the  following  day  in  the  midst  of  a  rain  storm, 
which  set  in  during  the  early  morning,  and  reached  Lovettsville 
near  evening  of  the  :](»th  of  October.  The  storm  commenceil  with 
a  drizzling  rain,  now  became  more  violent,  and  during  the  night 
many  of  our  tents  were  razed  to  the  ground,  and  the  boys  arose 
next  morning  completely  drenched  with  the  rain:  this,  added  to 
the  cheerless  surroundings,  mud  and  cold,  caused  many  to  think 
of  the  comfortaVile  homes  left  behind  only  a  short  time  previous. 

The  campfires  were  kindled,  and  soon  our  camp  was  all  aglow 
and  the  boys  miule  themselves  more  comfortable. 

This  wa-;  only  the  beginning  of  the  hardships  to  be  endured 
later  in  the  campaign. 

Our  stay  was  short  at  Lovettsville.  HilUViorough  was  the  next 
stoppino-  place  of  any  note,  where  the  Regiment  went  into  camj) 
on  the  ■•  hill "' back  of  the  town.  Our  Division  wa^  inspected 
here.  This  detained  us  for  some  time,  and  the  boys  took  advan- 
tage of  the  occasion. when  oft'  duty,  to  inspect  the  surrounding 
vicinity,  taking  the  precaution  not  to  venture  too  for  from  our 
camp. 

Sergeant  Heniy  S.  Skeen.  uf  Company  ••  (.x."  was  >ent  away 
from  thi>  camii  sick,  and  subsci^ueutly  died  at  l>erlin  Hosiiital. 

After  ins{)ection  the  line  of  march  was  again  resumed,  maich- 
ing  about  ten  miles  a  day  through  favoralile  weather,  halting, 
sometime^  for  a  day  or  two,  other  times  for  the  night. 

Siiiekersville  is  a  small  country  town  on  the  south  >,ide  of  the 
Blue  Ividge.  At  tliis  j.hiee  the  mountain  range  is  divided 
by  Snicker's  Gap.  Just  before  the  head  of  Whipple's  Pivi>ion 
parsed  this  point,  Stuart's  cavalry  made  a  dash  thrruigh  the  Gap 
at  the  advance  columns.  A  short  artillery  iluel  eiisiu-d.  and  the 
enemy  was  driven  back.  Whi[. pie's  Division  was  halted  and 
drawn  u\)  into  line  of  battle,  but  did  not  get  a  chance  to  fire  a 
shot.  It  shouM  be  remeuibered,  for  days  the  two  hosiih'  cohunns 
were  moviii<r  parallel  to  each  other,  only  a  few  miles  apart,  l«ut 
with  the  Blue  -Mountain-,  between  them.  Without  any  further 
interruption  from  tiie  enemy,  the  heatl  of  ourcohinin  pushed  for- 
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ward,  and  divided  :it  a  point  near  Upperville,  on  or  about  the 
5th  of  Xovemlxn-,  where  it  halted  a  short  time;  from  thence  it 
proceeded  to  Piedmont. 

Our  column  luid  been  atlaekeil  l<v  Stuart,  and  it  was  feared 
he  would  make  another  dash  through  Mana.ssas  Gap,  to  cut  off 
our  supply  trains.  Aecordiiigly,  Gen.  Piatt  was  ordered  with  his 
Brigade,  consisting  of  the  122d  Pa.,  l:>4th  N.  Y.,  Si.th  X.  Y.  and 
the  Ohio  Battery  ot  Artillery,  to  proceed  u[)  Manassas  Gap  to 
reconnoitre.  The  command  left  Piedmont  on  the  t.th.  and  en- 
countered the  enemy's  picket  post  several  miles  from  the  Shen- 
andoah. The  artdlery  opened  (ire.  and  the  enemy  mounted  horses 
and  fled  at  the  tirst  shot.  A  few  shells  wei-e  tired  at  our  battery 
from  a  rebel  field  j>iece  stationed  on  the  oi)[»usite  hill,  passing 
harmlessly  over  the  artillery  and  the  12-2d  in  sup})orf  ot  the  Bat- 
tery. 

This  marked  a  new  era  in  the  soldier  life  of  our  I'Oys,  this  be- 
ing their  first  bayttism  of  tire.  After  the  tiring  ceased  the  in- 
fantry advanceil  through  the  lirush  :nid  undergrowth,  and  skir- 
mishers were  thrown  on  the  ilaidvs.  Comiiany  K,  of  122d.  deployed 
on  the  left  of  the  line  and  made  a  few  captures,  being  their  first 
experience  in  that  line  of  warfare. 

The  Briga<le  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  each  side  of  the 
road  in  an  oi>en  lield.  advanced  some  distance  and  halted.  It 
again  bndce  into  columns  and  m;irclu'd  up  the  road  to  within  a 
short  distance  (^f  a  ■-mall  vilhcje  nesiU-d  at  tlio  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain. The  road  hert-  made  an  abrupt  bend,  losing  its  course  in  the 
deep  and  narrow  t.-ut  which  leads  out  to  Front  Eoyal.  Not  be- 
iu'j  al;>le  to  push  the  skirmisju'rs  beyond  this  point  with  safetv, 
the  column  wa>  eounter-maicl.ed.  and  returned  to  camp,  arriving 
on  tlie  eveniiiL''  oi'ilie  '.uii.  liinigry  and  foot--ore. 

Incidents  of  the  March. 

There  was  a  good  opportunity  for  the  boys  to  forage  on  the 
way  back.  ('Iiici<eu<.  turkeys  and  steers  were  taken,  in  spite  of 
the  effort-  madeiy  Pi:itt"s  -talfto  prt-vent  ir. 

A  fi;w  of  Conip.iuy  K's  mru.  oi' the  12-_M.  rode  back  to  campon 
a  pair  of  oxi'ii. 

The  Chaphiin,  ^\ith  a  few  of  the  l^-Jd.  m;ide  a  raid  on  a  per- 
.simmon  tree.a  <hort  distance  fi-om  themarchingcolunui.  The  Com- 
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mnnding  General  happening  to  see  them,  after  a  quantit}-  of  the 
luscious  fruit  had  beeu  clubbed  to  the  ground,  api)roaching  the 
party  with  a  brace  of  Colt's  revolvers,  swore  he  would  shoot  the 
tirst  man  that  would  attempt  to  pick  the  persimmons  u^).  Notwith- 
standing the  threat,  the  brave  but  hungry  boys  picked  up  what 
the}'  could  and  carried  them  away  in  triumt)h. 

When  the  Regiment  left  Piedmont  tlie  boys  took  two  days' 
rations  with  tliem.  Many  failed  to  take  their  ration  of  bacon. 
Instead  they  took  double  rations  of  cutfee  and  >ngar,  thinkin-j,  per- 
haps, it  wouM  be  more  convenient  to  carry,  and  as  they  did  not 
feel  particularly  partial  to  bacon  just  then;  at  any  rate,  they 
would  depend  on  chance  in  their  temporary  absence.  The  severe 
marching  on  the  return  march  biought  mony  of  those  anti-bacon 
boys  to  their  sen^^es  as  well  as  their  apjietite.  and  they  were  glad 
to  crt'ect  an  exchange  of  coffee  for  bacon  when  they  eould  tind  a 
"  bacon  man  '"  who  ha.d  been  more  •'  penny  wise  "'  than  •*  pound 
foolish.*'  Notwithstanding  the  fatigue  of  the  marching  tlie  boys 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  trip  with  becoming  fortitude,  and  the  adven- 
ture became  the  subject  of  numerous  adventures  and  hair-breadth 
escapes  which  were  subsequently  related  around  the  campfires. 
Upon  our  return  to  Tiedniont  shoes  were  is.<ued  and  our  over- 
coats, which  were  lost  at  Fairfax,  replaced.  The  same  black 
November  niglit  the  command  moved  tlnough  rain  and  sleet 
:ibout  four  miles  and  liivouackcd  in  a  ilcnse  wood  near  an  old 
farm  house.  The  bovs  made  a  raid  for  straw,  but,  as  usual,  got 
little  of  the  jireeious  article  for  their  trouble.  Next  morning  our 
tents  were  covered  with  "  the  beautiful  snow."  A  dental  opera- 
tion was  performed  in  tlie  night  by  Corporal  Smith  by  placing 
his  j.atient  upon  a  i)ile  of  knapsacks  before  a  camiifire,  and  he  ex- 
tracted the  oiiruder,  to  the  2'reat  iov  and  after-comfort  of  the 
soldier.  Tiiis  was  not  the  first  n<M-  did  it  prove  the  last  sullerer 
the  Corjioi-al  relieved  during  tlie  nine  months  canqmigu.  Oleau 
was  reached  in  <luo  time.  :ind  Waterloo  came  next.  Here  a  f(H-ag- 
ing  party  was  ^..-nt  out.  cr>:i<isting  of  details  from  Comi^anios 
*■  F  "  and  ••  II.'"  Conqiany  F  lo>ing  one  man,  and  Company  H 
five  men  by  e:q)ture. 

The  roads  were  heavy,  and  it  was  with  dilliculty  the  sui)ply 
trainscould  move.  In  consequence,  the  men  suilfred  considerably 
for  the  projier  quantity  of  ration^. '•  hard   tack"  beint;  at  a   pre- 


36  Trdn.-nfl[ori<  ot  the   Fir,<t   Aninnil   Eennion 

miuin,  ;inil  the  rauil  too  plentiful  tor  comfort.  Leo's  inovcinents 
were  closely  watelietl,  as  our  forces  were  daily  exi)ecting  an  at- 
tack. Xo  fieueral  tlenionstrations  lieinir  made,  however,  our  col- 
umn^ pu-hed  sluwly  forward  to  Warrenton,  wliere  the  Arnn'  of 
the  Pot<)mac  w:is  niassed.  B3'  this  time  Loe  had  the  advance  of 
McClellan.  and  succeeded  in  passinir  from  the  valley  of  the  Shen- 
andoah into  that  of  the  Kappaiiannock.  ami  took  }iosition  at  Cul- 
pepper, a  half  score  of  miles  to  the  north  of  Warrenton.  But  in 
eft'ecting  this  o[ieratiou  Lee  had  played  into  his  opponent's  hands 
and  gave  him  aii  op[)ortunity  to  strike  more  favorably  than  he 
had  dared  to  anticipate. 

General  McClellan  resolved  to  assault.  But  this  -intent  of 
vigorous  action  came  to<:i  late.  His  removal  from  the  command 
had  been  roolved  u^-on.  Upon  the  stormy  niL:,'ht  of  the  0th  ofXo- 
vemlier.when  ^IcClellan  had  given  directions  for  the  next  two  days, 
a  messenger  from  W;^<hini:ton  readied  the  headf[narters  of  the 
army,  bearnig  an  order  dated  two  days  before,  removing  him 
from  the  command  of  the  army  and  directing  Burnside  to  assume 
it.  Burnside  now  organized  his  forces  into  three '•  grand  divi- 
sions," Sunnier  being  placed  in  commnnd  of  the  "  Ivight,'"  Hooker 
of  the  ••  Centi-e."  and  Fi'anklin  of  the  ••  Left." 

Piatt's  brigade,  to  which  the  r22d  l»elonged,  became  the  Third 
in  the  Thinl  T>ivi-ion  (Whipple's).  Third  Corps  (Stoneman's). 
and  assigned  t"  Hooker's  Ci-utre  OrMU'l  Division.  Burnside  be- 
gan his  movLiiieut  from  ^Varrenton  to  Fredericksl)urg  on  the 
15th  of  Xovt-mber.  On  the  l'><th  (rcneral  Stuart's  cavalry  made 
a  bold  da-!i  ujidu  "Warrenton,  bur  the  Federal  army  had  gone. 
After  lea\  ing  Warri  iit<Mi  a  driz/ding  rain  set  in.  through  which 
the  Ile-jriment  mart-bed,  a~^  did  the  rest  of  the  ai-my,  marching 
about  ten  miles  during  the  <la\'.  and  biv(Miacked  in  the  mud  that 
night.  It  w:i-  nov  the  men  >ultered  most  for  rations,  and  the 
inclement  \\eather  and  exposure  beuan  to  have  a  telling  efiect 
ui)on  the  lie:ihli  iif  the  men. 

Our  commi--ary  failed  to  supiily  the  men  with  adequate  ra- 
tion-., owing  to  r!ie  bad  emiditiou  of  the  roads.  At  this  time 
many  of  the  lui-n  went  from  two  to  tliree  days  with  as  many  hard 
tack.  Especi.-iUy  wa- this  the  ixperience  of  the  infantry;  the  artil- 
lery men  fared  bettei-.  Still  \\  e  he.irtl  no  c<uiiplaiut  ai^ainst  our 
Genial   ()uarterina-'ter  of   the  llegiment.  Captain    John   T.   Mae 
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Guiiigk;.  an  iie  liad  always  t'tnl  the  boy^  when  it  was  i)iaclical  rio 
to  do. 

We  laid  the  blame  on  Stuart,  thiiikiiio-  he  had  made  a  dash 
at  our  long'  .su])i)ly  trains  in  the  rear.  la  this,  however,  we  were 
mistaken  as  he  had  always  tailed  to  accom])lish  his  purpose. 
About  this  time,  upon  a  certain  night,  a  soldier  of  the  Regiment, 
after  a  ten  miles  march  through  a  cold  rain,  lay  himself  down  to 
sleep  upon  the  wet.  cold  ground,  snpperless  and  chilled,  with  only 
his  gum  lilanket  under  him  and  a  woollen  blanket  ovtu'  him.  He 
dreamed  that  night  of  Jiome  and  {)lenty,  with  tempting  viands 
spread  before  him.  He  was  about  in  the  act  t<j  api)case  the  crav- 
ings of  hunger  when  he  awoke,  and.  to  his  sur[)rise,  found  it  was 
all  a  drenni:  and  this  was  not  all.  the  rain  liad  completely  drench- 
ed him  in  his  lowly  (piarters.  On  the  ^Oth  of  Xovember  the 
regiment  arrived  at  Falmouth  and  went  into  cami)  near  Stone- 
man's  Station,  where  it  lay  until  the  army  moved  on  the  Freder- 
icksburg campaign,  in  December.  Lee's  army  was  now  secure 
behind  his  defenses  on  the  oi)po>ite  side  of  the  llapi)ahanuock. 
Avhere  he  assumed  the  defensive. 

On  the  11th  of  PecemV)er  General  Burnside  put  his  columns  in 
motion  for  an  attack  on  the  enemy  holding  the  heights  above 
Fredericksliurg. 

The  army  was  never  in  better  condition  to  meet  its  great  ad- 
versary than  now,  or  mere  eager  to  marcli  on  the  foe.  On  that 
bright  cool  December  morning,  wlien  the  drums  and  l)ugies  of 
the  different  regiments  sountled  tlie  long  role  to  "  fall  in.'"  it  was 
a  grand  sight  tlitit  fell  u[)on  tlie  eye  never  to  be  toriiotteu.  To 
see  these  trained  veterans  march  into  line  as  though  they  were 
going  on  dress  parade  was  asiulitttjo  gr;ind  and  --nblime  for  mor- 
tal i)en  to  portray  at  tlii^  late  day.  Having  forced  a  crossing  of 
the  river  with  part  of  the  army,  a  }»ortion  still  remained  on  the 
north  liank.  On  tlie  afterin^on  of  the  l:ith  Piatt's  Diiga<ie  was 
ordered  to  cross  in  front  of  the  town.  Tlie  122d  Regiment  suc- 
ceeded in  gc'tting  lairly  upon  the  pontoon  bridge  as  the  124th 
New  York  came  over  the  lirow  of  the  hill,  (tlie  -sfith  X.  Y.  had 
taken  anotiier  direction  over  the  hill  and  marched  up  the  river,) 
and  attracted  the  attention  of  the  rebel  gunner^,  when  they 
<)[)ened  fire  from  their  battery,  Haviiiu'  good  range  of  the  l)ri<lge 
llu'  shells  passed  over  the  liJd  iiarndes>ly  and   exploded  among 
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the  men  of  the  12rh  Xc'\v  H;im|ishirt'.  who  were  about  to  enter,  u 
number  of  whom  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  122d  was  detained  about  one-half  hour  on  the  bridixe.  the 
streets  in  front  havina-  been  blocked  '\)x  artillery.  It  tinally  suc- 
ceeded in  crossinii-  inider  a  brisk  tire  from  the  battery  covering 
the  approaches  to  the  bridge,  and  marched  a  short  distance  up 
the  river  bank  and  took  shelter  under  cover  of  the  high  blutfs 
which  ri-e  abruptly  to  the  level  of  the  site  upon  which  Freder- 
icksburg >tands.  Here  the  Regiment  •'  stacked  arms  "'  and  re- 
mained until  evening,  when  it  recrossed  the  river,  this  time  undis- 
turbed, and  Joined  the  Brigade. and  bivouacked  in  the  mud,  as  did 
the  rest  of  the  Division,  until  morning. 

An  Incident. 

It  is  no  novelty  fu'  incidents  to  happen  to  the  soldier  upon 
the  march,  more  especially  when  within  sight  and  reach  of  the 
enem\'.  An  entire  volume  could  b*'  fdled  with  them  tluring  the 
progress  of  a  campaign,  but  a  few  of  the  most  striking  must  here 
sutlice. 

The  boys  of  the  l-22d,  it  will  be  remembered,  received  their 
fii-.st  ••  baptism  of  fire  *"  at  ^[anassas  Ga[).  a  few  weeks  l)efore  we 
reached,  the  banks  of  the  llappalianuock,  wdiere  they  displayed 
the  coolness  of  veterans  ;  but  u[)on  the  occasion  which  we  are 
to  relate,  the  second  time  we  wure  under  tire,  the  surprise  and 
shock  was  too  great  for  tb.o  nerves  to  endure  without  manifest- 
ing at  least  a  few  siirus  f)f  tear.  Just  as  the  Regiment  had  fairly 
got  ujiou  the  bridge.  :i  'o.uid.  stationed  on  the  north  ttank  of  the 
river  a  little  lielow  the  entrance  of  the  bridije.  beuan  to  plav  (we 
suppose,  for  the  encouragfnicnt  of  the  buys.)  in  a  livelv  strain, 
the  tamiiiar  air  ••  IJully  for  you."'  one  \M'  had  sang  on  many  foi'- 
raer  occa-iuns.  Xatuially  the  boys  chimed  in  with  the  band  and. 
those  who  could,  daiunl  to  the  nuisic.  which  was  now  beinj.- 
poured  upon  our  ear>  in  nira-ured  cadence.  They  also  sano-  tbf 
chorus  over  and  owe  until  a  ^creachinu-  sliell  caiiu'  over  the 
town  and  imr-t  a  f.w  yards  above  the  briilge.  If  a  ttiunder  clap 
from  a  cK'ar  sky  had  liur-t  over  the  heads  of  that  band  and  those 
devoted  soldiers  tl)f\'  could  not  have  been  more  tVi-htened;  tlie 
ulorioU".  nin-ic  wasciit  -iioit.and  i  !it-.iii'iiug  anddauciuLr  came  sud- 
denlv  to  a  <{o\k     Thi  head-,  ol'tlu'  l.o\>  went  down  with  a  bow  as 
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jj:raceful  as  if  tliey  were  all  Chesterfields.  The  band,  the  gallant 
band,  oh!  where  were  they?  they  had  left  the  scene  of  conflict  for 
the  shelter  of  tiie  '•  biu'  house  ''on  the  hill,  which  was  the  last  we 
ever  saw  of  them.  Our  bo^'s,  oh,  where  were  they  !  Still  keep- 
ing time  to  the  music — now  of  a  difterent  kind — we  suppose  the 
Johnnies  called  it  ••  Away  down  South  in  Dixie's  Land,"  and  the 
heads  still  keep  on  bobbinir  up  and  do^\  n  to  the  cadence  of  that 
rebel  gun,  which  had  so  unmercifully  trie<l  to  either  drown  or 
demolish   the   devoted    122d   in   their  bold  attempt  to  cross  the 

river. 

In  the  Morning'. 

The  night  had  been  spent  on  the  soft  side  of  a  "  b»ed  of  mud," 
which  nature  had  suiiplivd  for  the  '-tired  soldier."  who  had 
dreamed  of  home  and  loved  ones.  Xo  doubt  the  dream  was  dis- 
turbed by  the  recollection  of  the  great  excitement  of  the  previous 
day  ;  however,  apparently  refreshed,  he  was  ready  for  another 
move. 

The  morning  (Saturday)  of  the  13th  broke  with  a  heavy  fog 
resting  in  the  valley  and  shutting  each  army  from  the  sight  of 
the  other.  Before  the  fog  had  fairly  lifted,  Buru'^ide  o[iened  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  (1.50)  heavy  guns,  posted  on  the  north 
V)ank,  on  the  town  and  enemy's  works.  The  tiring  continued 
with  great  fury  (the  >hock  causing  tiie  [ilaster  to  fall  from  the 
rooms  of  liou-es  over  one  mile  away).  The  enemy  waited  till  the 
fog  had  cleared  awuy  before  an^werinu'  the  terrilile  fire  from  the 
Federal  batteries.  The  left  of  tlie  line  soon  be'came  hotly  en- 
gaged. Burnside.  unsuceessl'ul  in  hi■^  iirsi  assault,  ordered 
Hooker,  who  had  held  jtart  of  the  Tliird  Coips  in  reserve,  to  ad- 
vance to  the  suppoi't  of  his  thiniie(l  line-.  ^^'hi[lple"s  Division 
was  hurried  ovti'  inidei'  cover  of  the  fog.  and  took  a  po-ition  on 
the  right  of  the  I'iuht  centre,  covering  the  cr<is>inu-  in  front  ofthe 
town.  The  l-Ji'd.  with  the  brigade. cro>-'ed  about  0  o"clot-k  a.  m., 
and  toiik  tlie  >;inie  position  it  IkuI  occu|iied  the  previous  even- 
ing. From  thi-  [ilace  ili'tnil>,  liy  companies,  wcie  ordered  out  on 
the  skirnii-h  line  to  the  right  and  south  ofthe  town  in  an  open 
sod  field,  dire<-(ly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works,  until  all  the 
oomji:inie<  weie  on  duty  witii  the  exception  of  Coin[)any  "'  K  '' 
and  the  cidor  iruard.  which  rcceiv.Ml  orders  to  marcli  to  tlie  ediie 
ofthe  town  and  t.ake  a  position  behind  an  old  building'.     This,  no 
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doubt,  was  iiitt'iKled  for  the  rallyinir  point  in  case  the  skirmishers 
were  driven  in.  The  eorai)an\'  remained  here  under  a  sharp  ar- 
tillery fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  until  Gen.  Whipple  rode 
uj)  and  inipiired  where  the  Company  I'elonued,  and  who  was  in 
command.  Tlu>  inquiry  was  inimedititely  responded  to  by  Caj)- 
tain  Beverly.  whereui>on  Whipple  ordered  the  Company  an<l  the 
colors  out  on  the  skirmish  line,  whirh  was  forminfi;  back  and  to 
the  rig:ht  of  tlie  town,  with  the  remark,  '•  tliat  line  must  be  held 
at  all  hazards,  if  it  costs  the  life  of  eveiy  man."  At  the  word 
of  command  from  Ciiptain  Beyerly  the  Companv  '"fell  in"  and 
marched  down  to  the  oM  mill  <>n  Fi-ont  street,  and.  under  an  ar- 
tillery tire  wliieh  was  partially  concentrated  on  the  mill,  filed 
into  tlie  adjoiniuLT  yiird  just  as  compaTi}-  F,  l-i:2d  riep.imont.  filed 
out  through  a  p-ateway  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  mill,  which 
led  to  the  oi)en  >od  tii'ld.  Company  "  E  "  followinir  closely,  where 
they  soon  ^^ained  the  skirmish  line  and  deployed.  The  colors 
and  color  Viearers  iiecanie  sepai'ated  at  the  ijateway  from  Com- 
pany E  as  thev  pa-^ed  into  the  sod  fiehl,  and  took  siielter  in  a 
gauofway  leadiuii  to  the  basement  of  the  mill  until  the  fire  slack- 
ened, after  whicli  they  moved  to  the  line. 

An  Incident. 

While  the  colors  were  thus  cut  otf  f[uite  a  discussion  ensued 
between  the  six  Corporals  and  the  Ser-jennt  who  formed  the 
group  at  th<^  oM  uiill  as  to  whether  their  ](laee  reallv  belono^ed 
on  the  skirmi-li  line  or  not.  While  this  diseussion  was  goinir  on 
there  was  no -.inui^tiee:  the  shdls  came  thundering'  and  crashinir 
into  the  yai'd.  denioli<!iin'jf  i)ld  wooden  sheds  adjacent,  and 
throu^fh  the  mill.  Lioin.:'  in  at  one  end  ami  out  at  the  other,  shak- 
inir  everv  tim'ier  fioni  Liarret  to  basement. 

Between  shots  one  yj(  the  party  would  venture  out  to  recon- 
noitre, only  to  be  driven  bai-ka-jain  by  the  crash  of  a  shell  which 
pas<ed  overhead. or  exploiled  in  the  yard. or  atrain-vt  the  mill:  three 
or  four  attempt -i  wi-re  tiiu-  made  when  an  otlicer  rode  bvand  de- 
manded of  the  writer  wln-re  he  lH'!on'j:e<l.  KeplyiniX  that  he  be- 
louiTecl  to  tile  1-J2d  and  wa<  a  <-olor  Corporal,  just  as  the  otlicer 
said  "•  this  i<  n.ir  the  place  for  the  eiijors  to  be,  vou  mu-t  l>e  on 
the  skirmi-h  liiie."  pojutinu'  in  'har  diieetion,  ••  for  the  Regiment 
to  rally  upon  in  ca-c  they  are  driven  in,"  a   sliell   struck  an   old 
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shed  a  little  to  tlic*  riulit  of  the  oMieer.  sendiuu"  splinters  and 
boards  in  ever3'  direction.  Tliis  ended  the  discussion,  and  prob- 
ably the  otlicer.  ;is  he  made  his  exit  immediately  and  I  saw  him 
no  more. 

By  this  time  the  skirmish  line  had  pushed  towards  the  line  of 
tlie  roa<l  leading-  from  Fi'edericksburg  to  Chancellorsville,  which 
was  reached  by  the  color  guard  with  some  diOieulty.  A  few 
minutes  subsequently  Corporal  Jolm  S.  Smith,  at  the  time  carr\'- 
ina:  the  battle  tiaii'.  wa-  sliirhtly  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  on 
the  ri<iht  arm.  bein^-  the  only  man  of  the  Resriment  wounded  on 
that  day.  KeepiuLi"  his  ])lace  in  line^  not  l)eing  much  disabled, 
the  case  was  never  otMcinlly  rei)orted.  By  eveninu'  tiie  lleui- 
ment  had  readied  the  Oranp.e  and  Frt'derickslmrii,-  plank  road, 
wiiere  it  remained  nntil  relieved.  The  line  was  strengtliened 
for  the  night  by  vidcttes  thrown  out  beyond  the  line<. 

We  were  so  close  now  as  to  be  able  to  hear  the  rebels  giving 
command  to  their  men  on  tlie  i)arapets  of  their  works  during  the 
night,  tliey  no  doubt  ;inticii)ating  an  attack  on  tlie  following 
(Sunday)  morning. 

The  boys  gathered  rails,  hiyinti-  them  lengthwise  in  the  gutter 
by  tlie  roadside  behind  a  bank  not  more  than  eighteen  inches 
bigli.  to  keej)  them  from  the  water  and  mud,  and  here  tliey  lay 
until  morning. 

Sunday  morniiiu-  came  after  a  niulit  of  vrt'-Avy  watchinsi.  The 
<lay  -was  cold,  liut  clear,  and  with  it  aching'  and  stirfened  limbs, 
caused  by  lyinir  upon  our  hard  bed  and  wet  clothin'j-  Xor  was 
our  condition  or  the  position  changed  wirii  the  cominir  of  the 
<l.iy.  The  men  were  compelled  to  crawl  about.  f(M-  they  dared  not 
walk  erect.  At  an  early  hour  ihe  battle  opened  again  with  all 
ir-^  wanton  fuiy  <m  our  left  and  coiilimied  with  unabated  violence 
for  hours,  until  oui-  lirave  c<ibunns  were  compelleil  to  give  up  the 
uueipud  conti'>t.  Our  Itegimeut  did  not  become  eniiau-ed.  but 
ke})t  a  keen  eye  up<»u  the.  foe  in  our  fiont.  retnly  to  meet  tliem  or 
cliarue  their  intrem-hed  position,  if  necessary.  Xotwithstamling 
our  hard-hips  we  heard  no  oui'  complain,  as  we  CfUild  see  plainly 
the  greater  ti'iaK  our  comrades  were  called  on  to  t'ndure  on  our 
left,  amidst  the  carnage  Avhich  was  unmistakably  apparent  upon 
that  part  (U' the  field.  :iiid  a'-  the  huej.-  lines  of  ambulaiices  soon 
sliowerl  by  theii- serpentine  windings  M\er   the  opposite  banks  of 
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the  river.  Mothinks  we  can  hear  the  boys  cheer  yet.  as  they 
gained  a  little  atlviuitnire  over  the  enemy:  and  then  the  counter 
•'  rebel  yell,"  so  fainiliai-,  when  they  were  driven  l>ack  at  so  great 
a  sacrifice  of  life. 

The  Regiment  remained  iuthe  position  taken  on  Saturday  night 
until  Monday  morning  aliout  -1  o'clock,  when  it  was  relieved  by  the 
124th  X.  Y..  and  then  su[>ported  a  battery  south  of  the  town  un- 
til daylicrht.  While  stationed  at  this  [)oint  a  portion  of  the 
picket  line,  composed  of  a  company  of  ^I'.th  X.  Y..  were  driven 
in.  Company  ••K,""  of  the  122d,  commanded  by  Captain  Duncan, 
was  sent  to  theirsupport,  and  the  line  wasquickly  restorcdand  se- 
curely held.  The  Company  remained  on  duty  until  regularh'"  re- 
lieved about  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  it  ioine<l  the  Regiment,  which 
had  retired  to  its  old  iio>ition  behind  the  blurt's  along  the  river 
front. 

Early  on  Saturday  morning  T3rigadier  General  Piatt,  com- 
manding the  Third  Bri^nde.  met  with  an  accident  which  disabled 
him  from  duty  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  when  Colonel  Emlen 
Franklin.  <>f  the  122d.  was  ordered  to  assume  command  on  the 
field.  The  command  of  the  122^1  now  devolved  upon  its  Lieut. 
Colonel.  Edward  Mc<Jovern.  The  122d  Regiment  with  its 
Brigade  was  on  duty  forty-eiiiht  consecutive  hours, holding  a  po- 
sition of  vit:d  importauee  to  the  safety  of  the  Fedei'al  army. 
Tlie  Reuiment  sustained  no  loss  duriuu'  those  three  memorable 
days  in  kilk-dor  wr.unded.  Hard  duty  and  exposure,  however,  had 
a  diretul  eilect  Upon  tlie  general  health  of  tlie  command,  subse- 
quently notieealile  lj_v  the  "  sick-roll  ""  of  tlie  Reaiment. 

On  the  niiiht  of  the  loth,  under  cover  of  darkness,  in  the  midst 
of  a  rain  -tonn.  the  Army  of  tlie  Poromac  re-eross^d  the  river, 
and  on  the  tollowiiiL;'  mMiniiiL:  (the  jtitli).  at  dawn  ot  day,  the 
122d  reached  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  the  pontoons  were 
swung  baek.  and  the  two  ho-tiU'  armies  weie  again  sejiarated  bv 
the  Rappahaiino.-k.  Tlif  army  now  went  into  its  old  camps; 
the  122d  goiii'_  into  il-  canii)  near  Stiuieman's  .Station.  Subse- 
(luently.  in  r.uin-iile's  attt-mot  to  move,  the  lleuinient  endured 
the  {.eltini^'s  of  tlie  str)nu.  a-  did  the  re>t  of  tin-  armv,  and  when 
the  project  wa^  abandonnl.  on  account  of  the  <lepth  of  the  mud, 
return»-<l  airain  to  camp,  a  >\\ini  dist.ince  [\nm  the  site  of  the 
old  one.  at  Stoneinan"s   Switch,  where  it  olaltlisheil  wintor-quar- 
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ters^.  The  iminerical  streimlh  oftlie  ReirimcMit  was  lednced  (lur- 
ing the  foUowiiiii-  five  months  from  that  fatal  disease,  camp  ty- 
phoid fever,  uhich  carried  off  many,  seeminuly  the  most  roVnist 
of  the  men,  and  of  the  line  ollicers  who  fell  a  victim  was  Jefferson 
N.  XelT,  Captain  of  Company  "  G,''  one  of  the  most  etricient  and 
cultured  of  the  Eeoiment. 

The  Regiment  was  always  ready  to  fill  its  ([iiota  for  genei-al 
picket  duty  on  tlie  front  during  the  comparative  inactivit}'  of 
the  army  which  followed  the  fall  campaign.  General  Hooker  re- 
placed Bnrnside  in  coraraand  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Jan- 
uary' 2(;th,  lSi;3.  By  the  middle  of  April  he  had  lirought  it  to  a 
high  state  of  efficiency.  "It  numbered  132,000  men,  of  whom 
13.000  were  cnvalry.  It  was  divided  into  sexen  Corps,  under 
Reynolds,  Couch.  Sickles,  Meade,  Sedgwick.  Howard,  and  Slo- 
cum,  the  cavalry  Ix-ing  under  Stoneman." 

Lee's  army  lay  in  its  old  position  on  the  heitihts  of  Fredericks- 
burg, across  the  river,  and  numljcred  about  (>2, 000  men,  of  whom 
3,000  were  cava ir\'  under  Stuart. 

In  the  early  Spring  Hooker  undertook  to  turn  the  left  tiank  of 
Lee's  army,  and  so  fall  upon  its  rear. 

"  On  the  morning  of  April  27th  the  greater  part  of  the  Corps 
of  ^Icade,  Howard,  and  Slocum,  about  30.000  strong,  broke 
camp  and  niovt-d  in  light  marehing  order  up  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rappahannorl\  to  Kelly's  ford.  27  n\iles  l)eyoiid  the  Confederate 
left." 

After  moviu'j  down  to  the  United  States  ford,  the  dirfcrent 
Corjis  moTcd  (niter  bru>liinu"  the  Confedei'iite  forces  at  r!ie  ford) 
by  dirferent  r<'>ad-:  to  Chancellorsville,  which  luid  lieen  designat- 
ed as  the  place  of  rendez\ous.  "  Cliancellorsville  was  a  few  scat- 
tereil  buildings  -•taiiding  on  a  Clearinii,-  on  the  verge  of  the  Wil- 
derness," aftersvnrd  maile  historic  V)y  the  series  of  battles  t'ought 
by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Grant,  in  the  spring  of  1S64, 
one  3"ear  later.  •'  Tlic  surface  w:is  varied  by  low  ridges,  s\vaia])y 
interval^  and  nuiddy  l)rook's."  Sedgwick  :md  Reynold-,  were 
sent  to  make  a  threateniii'^-  denionstraticMi  on  the  Confederate 
front  below  Fri'derick--linrg. 

Early  on  the  moining  of  the  2rith  tlie  Tliii'd  Corps,  under 
Sickles,  to  which  the  122d  lleuinienr  belonu'ed,  limke  camp  ond 
moved  to  a  [loint  below  Fredericksbui-g.  op[)osite  Fninklin's  cross- 
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iiig  of  the  Rappahannock  ui  the  Frederiek-l/UPj;  campaign,  where  ■ 
it  halted.  The  men  having  eight  days'  cooked  rations  in  their 
haversacks,  amply  prepared  for  a  protracted  and  vigorons  cam- 
paiirn.  The  men  and  oilicers  of  the  Regiment  never  looked  bet- 
ter, nor  were  they  in  better  spirits  than  they  seemed  to  be  on 
the  bright  morning  they  marched  from  their  old  camp  to  the 
strains  of  marshalled  music,  which  stirred  the  patriotism  of  the 
brave  men  and  oflicers  of  the  Third  Cor[>s,  with  their  undaunted 
commander.  ^lajor  General  Daniel  E.  Sit-kles.  at  their  head.  A 
more  beautiful  sight  could  not  well  be  conceived  than  that  which 
met  the  eye  on  that  bright  April  morning,  when  those  devoted 
brave  veterans  marched,  many  of  them  ver}'  soon  to  be  ottered  as 
a  sacrifice  ujion  their  country's  altar. 

The  Tiiird  Corps  rem-jined  up(«i  the  north  bank  of  of  the  river 
and  on  the  1st  of  May  it  was  ordered  by  Hooker  to  Chaneellors- 
ville.  By  a  rapid  day  and  night's  march  it  reached  the  United 
States  ford  early  on  Saturday  morning,  the  2d,  when  it  crossed 
the  rivcr  and  before  night  the  Corps  had  all  arrived  at  Chancel- 
lorsville. 

"Stonewall"  Jackson,  having  been  on  the  extreme  rihgt 
of  the  Confederate  army,  in  the  meantime  had  made  a  forced 
march  and  joined  Lee's  columns  in  front  of  the  Wilderness  the 
day  before.  All  of  Friday  night  he  had  meditated,  says  a  writer, 
how  he  could  dispose  of  his  forces  >o  a>  to  turii  the  Union  right. 
A  plan  was  at  last  hit  u|.on  (aided  by  an  old  colored  man  as 
guide)  to  gain  the  extreme  right  of  Hooker's  army.  Jackson 
made  a  detour  of  ITi  miles,  which  brouglit  him  within  -2  miles  to 
the  west  of  Howard's  position.  On  Saturday  evening,  ^lay  2d, 
at  5  o'clock.  Jack>on  burst  n\Hju  Howard's  position,  which  was 
weakly  posteil,  being  in  military  phrase  "■  in  the  air,"  taking  the 
Eleventh  Corps  by  surprise  while  tiie  men  were  preparing  sup- 
per. ••  The  leginients  on  which  the  shock  first  fell  scattered 
without  tiling'  a  shot."  were  broken  and  driven  in  and  swarmed 
down  tile  plank  load  towards  tlie  centre  to  within  lialf  a  mile  of 
Chancellor-ville.  "  The  tiile  of  di-a-^ter  was  fortunately  checked 
liy  General  riea>oiiton  witli  Imttwo  regiments  of  cavelrv  and  a 
horse  batterv.  Taking  a  ^core  of  guns  from  the  debris  of  Howard's 
Corj'S  he  (U-d»M-ed  rheni  to  lu'  doul'le-shoUed.  He  ordered  his 
eavalrv  t*)  charge  into  the  w(Mjds    \u   clicck  the   pursuit  for  a  few 
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minute-!.  "  Tlie  guns  were  pointed  low."  '•  The  enemy  dnshed 
straight  towards  the  guns,"'  but  their  lines  were  swept  l.»iiek  with 
terriltle  slaughter. 

At  this  tirnt'  ^Sickles*  Corps,  part  of  which  was  in  reserve,  was 
near  the  Chaiicellorsville  House,  composed  of  Whip[)le's,  Wil- 
liams'aud  Burrv's  Divisions.  With  Berry's  only  he  tried  to  check 
the  fugitives  frc^m  Howard's  Corps — some  of  Avhom  were  shot 
down,  and  sabered  by  the  staff — but  the  panic-stricken  crowd, 
many  with  bayonets  fixed,  charged  through  them  to  the  rea.r. 
Wagons,  horses,  mules,  and  men  came  dashing  through  the  woods 
at  break-neck  ?i)eod.  and.  SM'eejiing  on  through  the  darkness,  only 
to  be  seen  in  the  light  of  the  flashing  artillery  wliich  belched 
forth  the  mis-lli>s  of  destruction.  "  Berry's  Division  finally  passed 
through  the  flying  hosts  and  poured  a  tremendous  fire  of  artillery 
up  the  road  into  the  woods."" 

Jackson  was  mortally  wounded  and  the  rebel  columns  were 
stayed. 

"  During  the  night  Sickles  reformed  his  lines,  bringing  up  part 
of  the  Division  of  Whipple,  and,  1)V  a  bold  ni'jht  attack,  pushed 
back  the  enemy  and  regained  a  part  of  the  hjst  breast-works, 
posting  his  artillery  so  as  to  sweep  the  open  ground  about  the 
Chancellor  Hou<e.*" 

"At  early  dawn  (Siuiday  the  3d),  as  the  fog  lifted,  Stuart 
moved  to  attack  Sickles.  The  battle  opened  in  Sickles'  front 
with  terril'le  earnestne~s,  the  reliels  seeming  determined  to  break 
thronn'h.  and  by  unwonted  darin'j  avenge  the  fall  of  the  leader.'' 

"  Berry's  and  I'iruey's  Divisions  being  in  the  front  received 
the  first  attack.  Whipple's  and  Williams"  Divisions,  which  were 
hehl  in  reserve,  were  at  once  advanced  to  the  front.  The  enemy 
came  pouriu:;-  through  the  woods  in  a  soliil  mass,  receiving  in 
their  faces  the  terrible  hail  storm  which  burst  like  the  fury  of  a 
toriuulo  from  l^'rry's.  I5irney's,  'Wliip[»le"s,  and  AVilliains"  lines." 
Colonel  Emlen  l-ranklin.  eonnnanding  the  Thinl  Brigade  of 
Whij.iple's  Division,  was  ordered  early  in  the  nioi-nino-  to  sup|)ort 
Best's  artillery,  posted  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  past  Chan- 
cellorsville  to  Fredericksburg.  He  accordiuLfly  placed  the  Brigade 
in  columns  of  Uegiment  in  the  I'ear  of  the  batteries  in  the,  follow- 
ing order:  8i;fh  X.  Y.  \'.  Volnn!eer>  in  front;  12-ffh  X.  Y.  Y. 
"Volunteers  in  the  centre,  aiul  the  Tii'd  Pa.  \'ol.  in  the  rear,  com- 
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manderl  I'V  Lieut.  Colonel  Edward  McGovern.  Here  the  Brigade 
lay  for  some  time  with  Birdan's  sharp-shooters  posted  in  the  trees 
in  the  immediate  iieighborhood,  and  to  the  left  of  the  line,  who 
did  <:ood  service  throu;ihoiit  the  action  which  followed.  On  the 
rebels  came.  Tiie  Brigade  was  at  once  formed  in  line  of  battle 
to  receive  them.  The  head  of  the  colunni  crossing  the  road  to 
the  right,  the  line  was  formed  with  the  Sr.th  X.  Y.  on  the  left,  the 
124th  X.  Y.  in  the  centre,  and  the  VIM  Pa.  on  the  right.  The 
sharp-shooters  kept  up  a  steady  tire  from  the  trees.  The  ar- 
tillery opened  Avith  firing  shells  into  the  woods  and  beyond  on 
the  enemy.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  tire  from  the  batteries, 
they  came  creeping  through  the  underbrush  towards  the  batteries. 
As  the  enemy  approached,  the  Federal  intantry  became  hotl}-' 
engaged.  The  Third  Brigade  advanced  to  meet  them.  Colonel 
Franklin  could  be  seen  riding  n[)  and  down  the  line,  seemingly 
regardless  of  the  hail  storm  of  lead  fiying  ai'ound  him.  encourag- 
ing his  men.  The  enemy  was  stayed  and  the  batteries  saved 
from  falling  into  their  hands.  ^^  s  the  Brigade  pushed  forward, 
holding  the  grountl  it  had  won.  tlie  enemy  made  a  tiank  move- 
ment which  nearly  jjroved  a  disaster  to  the  122d  Regiment, 
which  was  tlanked.  Noticing  the  change  things  had  assumed, 
the  commander  of  the  Begiment  gave  the  command  to  change 
front  on  right  comiiany.  The  right  half  of  the  Regiment  obeyed 
the  order,  faced  the  direction  IVom  where  the  tire  was  comino-, 
thu>  kee[)iug  the  enemy  ;it  bay  :  Imt.  owing  to  the  din  and  noise 
of  battle,  the  left  of  the  I'attalion.  not  hearins;  the  command,  kept 
advancing  forward,  thus  eS-posing  it  to  a  raking  lire.  Regardless 
of  thi-  they  pu.-hed  forwaid  until  the  enemy's  breast  works  were 
reached.  Here  a  number  of  pi-isoners  were  taken,  the  reliels  throw- 
ing down  their  arms,  and  the  boys  marched  them  to  the  rear. 

The  unilerbru>h  tr>  tiie  rii^lit  still  swarmed  with  the  enemy.  The 
right  of  the  Regiuient  fell  back  a  little  and  lay  down,  and  now 
the  40  ].ieces  of  artilhay.  under  Best,  hurled  in  the  grape  and 
canister.  "  The  advancinLr  Columns  were  cut  up  and  gashed  as 
if  pierced,  seamed,  and  ploui.die(l  by  invincible  lightning.  Com- 
panies and  regiments  melteil  av,;iy.  yet  still  they  came."' 

Berry's  and  Birney's  men  now  advtiiici-d  to  meet  th^-m. --There 
were  terrilde  shocks,  'i'h.-  lon-j;  w;ive-  rolled  airainst  each  other, 
as  you  havt-  seen  the  iiiliows  on  a  >tormy  sea.        The  enemy,  as  if 
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maddened  by  the  obstinacy  of  these  bandfiils  ot'men,  rushed  u|) 
to  the  muzzles  of  tlie  cannon,  only  to  be  swept  back,  leaving  long 
lines  of  dead  ■where  the  grajic  swept  through/' 

•'  In  the  aniials  ot  the  war,"  says  an  eye  witness,  ''  there  has 
been  no  greater  manifestation  of  desperation  than  that  shown  by 
the  rebeU  that  Sunday  morning." 

"General  Ifocker  liad  been  hit  with  a  spent  shot  from  Hazel 
Grove  and  fell  from  the  concussion.  Tliere  w;is  no  one  to  send  the 
needed  suppoit  to  Sickles  when  requested.  Sickles  could  not 
hold  out  against  the  tremendous  odds  Avithou.t  assistance.  Grad- 
ually he  wa-  driven  in.*'  The  Coriis  fell  back  to  the  rear  of  the 
'■.  e.  more  contracted  and  more  easily  defensible,  which  was  for- 

led  during  the  night,  and  against  this  the  fury  of  the  storm 
-.  ^  ent  itself. 

The  loss  of  the  Regiment  in  this  desperate  encounter  was  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  in  killed  and  wounded,  besides  a  number 
taken  j^risoner. 

The  Regiment  lay  behind  the  temporary  breast-works  on  the 
front  line  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  being  annoyed  to  some  ex. 
tent  by  the  enemy's  sh:irp->hooters  posted  in  the  woods  in  fr.mt. 
On  Monday  the  1th.  about  :2  o'clock  p.  m.,  General  \Vhij»ple  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound  from  a  sharpshooter's  ball  while  in  the 
act  of  mounting  his  horsL-.  the  shot  taking  etfcct  near  the  spine, 
and  died  on  the  field. 

Just  liefore  our  Divi-ion  Ikneral  was  carried  [)ast  our  [)art 
of  tiie  line,  niorttdly  wountled.  Major  Thad.  Stevens  and  the 
writer  made  a  narrow  escajie  fnun  a  sharpsliooter's  ball  while  in 
conversation.  Standing  a  few  yards  back  of  tlie  breast  works  and 
only  a  few  ft-t-t  apait.  a  minnie  l>all  ••  zi[>ted  *"  v.ithin  a  few  inclies 
of  the  Major'-  iiL'ad.  ranging  him  to  incline  that  part  a  little.  It 
is  said  a  miss  is  as  go(Kl  as  a  mile,  but  we  thouii'ht  di-^creti(>n  the 
better  part  of  valor,  so  we  <piickl\-  got  out  of  range  of  the  ■•  Ji>hn- 
ny's  "  death-dealing  ritle.  There  were  many  just  sucli  narrow  es- 
capes wliik'  we  lay  la'hind  oui-  works  on  the  line.  The  enemv 
was  evidently  (udered  to  tire  low.  as  the  diil  tiirown  over  the 
boys  and  the  ••  thud  "of  the  liallsin  the  eartiiworks  t'ully  attested. 
It  was  not  >at\-  at  time-  to  look  over.  Had  it  u.>t  been  for  the 
friendly  shield  many  more  of  our  b(^ys  wonld  have  been  numlier- 
ed  with  their  dead  comrades  who  failed  to  return. 
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On  Moiulny  n'mlit,  on  our  k'rt,  the  i)i(.-ket  was  attacked  by  the  . 
enemy,  and  our  Re<i-iuient  was  put  under  arms  until  the  tiring 
ceased.  Alter  this  there  was  comi)arative  quiet  all  along- the 
line  until  about  ;>  o'clock  }>.  m..  on  Tuesday,  when  the  enemy 
came  creeinnir  thi-ough  tin-  woods  in  our  front ;  with  a  sudden 
dash  thfV  i'tL->ed  back  our  pickets  to  the  open  space,  not  over 
one  hundre<l  and  tifty  yards  distant  from  our  breastworks. 

Three  re2-inients  from  Whipi)le's  Division  charged  over  the 
open  s(iaci'  ami  into  the  ^voods.  driving  the  rebels  back  within 
intrenchnients.  The  Federal  artillery  now  opened  a  brisk  hre  all 
alone;  tlii-^  part  of  the  line  with  telling  erfect  upon  the  enemy 
posted  in  tlic  woods  and  beyond.  Ilis  artillery  answered  the 
tire,  most  of  their  shots  passing  harmlessly  over  our  lines.  Lee 
then  moved  n[)  his  infantry,  apparently  intending  to  make  a 
ireneral  assault,  but  a  tierce  storm  arose  which  put  an  end  to 
the  contemplated  movement  on  both  sides.  This  ended  the 
figlitinir  at  {,'haneelloi-sville. 

The  rain  continued  falling  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  far 
into  the  niulit,  which  had  the  etlect  of  driving  the  men  from  the 
riile  pits  and  breast  works,  which  were  now  lilling  with  water 
and  mud.  The  night  was  ■'  pitch  "  dark.  and.  with  a  few  poorly- 
liehted  campfires.  the  men  were  enabled  to  grou[)  themselves  to- 
irether  in  >m;dl  squads  and  lay  down  upon  their  gum  blankets. 
In  this  way  the  most  pait  of  the  night  was  passed  without 
closinir  an  eve  i:o  sleep.  At  length  an  order  to  "  fall  in  "  came, 
and  in  the  darkness  the  men  were  finally  got  into  line  and  or- 
ders vrere  iriven  to  move,  '('lie  lailk  i^f  the  Union  army  i>y  this 
time  had  retreated  during  the  night:  tiie  Third  Corps,  as  we  sub- 
seciuentlv  h  arued.  was  hehl  liaek  to  cover  the  ivtreat  across  the 
river.  At  d.ayliglit  our  Divi>i.>n  (the  Third)  reached  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  United  States  lord.  The  river  was  greatly  swollen 
bv  the  heavv  rain.  Our  Ivegiment,  however,  passed  over  the 
pontoons  in  -afety.  The  enemy  by  this  time  liad  diseovered 
the  retreat  of  the  Federal  force-  and  had  moved  -ome  of  their 
artillerv  tc>ward  the  river  t<^  shell  our  retreating  columns.  Their 
shells,  however,  did  l)Ut  little,  if  any.  damage. 

The  Ueiriment,  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  made  their  way, 
throii'jh  the  mud.  which  was  liy  this  time  nearly  ankle  deep  in 
n\any  plaet'-  ahmu  the  route,  to  their  old   camps.      Regardless  of 


of  the   122(i  Bvgiment  Pennifylvtinia    Vobrnieers.  49 

order  or  uiiy  ]>:uti(ular  lint-  of  mnrch.  tht-y  caini'  into  camp  by 
squads.  Upon  that  Wednesday  evening  (the  5tli).  when  the  roll 
was  called  by  company,  many  who  but  a  few  short  days  before 
had  answered  to  tlieir  names  were  now  absent,  awaiting  the  roll- 
call  when  the  Great  Commander  ^hall  Ind  the  dead  awake,  on 
the  morning  of  the  Resurrection. 

General  Whipple's  remains  were  forwarded  to  WashinLTton. 
and  thither  the  Regiment  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  act  as  escort 
at  his  funeral.  On  the  morning  of  the  Tth  the  Regiment  marched 
to  Aqua  Creek  Landing,  where  it  took  boat,  arriving  in  Wash- 
ington the  same  evetiing  and  was  quartered  at  the  Soldiers"  Re- 
treat. 

The  following  day.  with  '•  reversed  arms,"  the  Regiment 
marched  from  Washington  to  Georgetown,  a  distance  of  six 
miles,  with  the  funeral  of  its  Divi>iou  Commander,  General 
Whipple,  having  the  right  of  the  line  of  procession.  At  the  close 
of  the  sad  rites,  its  term  of  service  havingexpired.it  was  ordered 
to  ITarrisbnrg,  where,  on  the  l.ith  and  Kith  of  May.  it  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service.  On  the  morning  of  the  1  Tth.  about  1  o'clock, 
it  arrived  in  Lancaster,  where  a  colossal  ban(piet  awaited  them, 
being  served  in  the  corridors  of  the  Court  House  by  the  Patriot 
Daughters  of  the  City  of  Lancaster,  under  whose  auspices  it  was 
prepared.  At  the  conclusicm  of  the  banquet  Colonel  Franklin 
gave  his  last  comiiiand  to  the  Regiment  to  •'  break  ranks,"  and 
b;i.de  the  bo^s  farewell.  Three  cheers  were  then  given  for  the 
Patriot  Daughters,  three  for  the  Colonel  and  his  ollicers,  and 
three  for  the  "  Old  I'lag.""  Tlie  boys  then  left  for  their  respec- 
tive homt's.  to  be  again  welcomed  by  their  friends,  who  were 
watchiuii'  and  awaitinir  their  return. 
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